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for people who 
like to draw™ 


BY ALBERT DORNE 


Famous Magazine Illustrator 


D° YOU LIKE TO DRAW? If you do 

America’s 12 Most Famous 
Artists are looking for you. We want 
you to test your art talent! 

Too many people miss a wonder- 
ful career in art—simply because 
they don’t think they have talent. 
But my colleagues and I have 
helped thousands of people get 
started. Like these 

Don Smith lives in New Orleans. 
Three years ago Don knew nothing 
about art—even doubted he had 
talent. Today, he is an illustrator 
with a leading advertising agency 
in the South—and has a future as 
big as he wants to make it. 

Harriet Kuzniewski was bored 
with an “ordinary”’ job when she 
sent for our talent test. Once con- 
vinced that she had the makings of 
an artist —she started to study 
nights, at home. Soon she was of- 
fered a job as a fashion artist. A 
year later, she became assistant 
art director of a big buying office. 
Today, she holds an even better 
job drawing full color fashion illus- 
trations. 


Pipe-fitter to Artist 


John Busketta is another. He was 
a pipe-fitter’s helper with a big 
gas company—until he decided to 
do something about his urge to 
draw. He still works for the same 
company—but as an artist in the 
advertising department. At a big 
increase in pay! 

Don Golemba of Detroit stepped 
up from railroad worker to the 
styling department of a major auto- 
mobile company. Now he helps 
design new car models! 


Profitable Hobby—at 72 


A great-grandmother in Newark, 


Ohio, decided to use her spare 
time to study painting. Recently, 
she had her first local ‘fone man’”’ 
show—where she sold thirty-two 
water colors and five oil paintings. 
Now she happily looks forward 
to many vigorous, money-making 
years in art. 

A salesgirl in West Virginia who 
liked to draw got a job as an artist, 
later became advertising manager 
of the best store in Charleston. A 
married man with three children 

unhappy in a dead-end job 
switched to a great new Career in 
art. Now he’s one of the happiest 
men you'll ever meet! 


Cowboy Starts Art Business 


A cowboy from Miles City, Mon- 
tana, yearned to be an artist. With 
our help—he began to draw pic- 
tures for local fairs. To his amaze- 
ment, he won two first ribbons and 
two other prizes. Today, he has a 
very profitable business painting 
portraits of people all over the 
country from photographs that 
they send to him through the mail. 

How about you? Wouldn’t you 
like to trade places with these 
happy artists? 


Free Art Talent Test 


We want to help you find out if 
you have the talent for a fascinat- 
ing money-making art career (part 
time or full time). We'll be glad to 
send you our remarkably reveal- 
ing 8-page talent test. Thousands 
of people formerly paid $1 for this 
test. But now we'll send it to you 
free—if you sincerely like to draw. 
No obligation. But act at once. 
Simply mail the coupon provided 
at right to Famous Artists Schools, 
Studio 187-C, Westport, Conn. 





HAROLD VON SCHMIDT 
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America’s 12 Most Famous Artists 


> uh 


ALBERT DORNE NORMAN ROCKWELL 


JON WHITCOMB 


FRED LUDEKENS 


ROBERT FAWCETT BEN STAHL 


FAMOUS ARTISTS SCHOOLS 
Studio 187-C, Westport, Conn. 


Send me, without obligation, your 
Famous Artists Talent Test. 
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7 FREE cofy of HIGH FIDELITY ¢2 yours for the arching. Yust fill in the coupon below. 


Less than five short years ago, a very small group of music- 
lovers, most of whom knew through personal experimenta- 
tion how much better music listening at home could be, 
began to attract attention with their writings about what 
they referred to as “high fidelity”. This term interprets itself 
to mean “great faithfulness’, and when used in reference to 
home music meant simply truer-to-life reproduction. 


HIGH FIDELITY Magazine was born out of the desire 
to spread the word about the plausibility of enjoying home 
music which came mighty close to being an accurate dupli- 
cation of the music to be heard in such quality, heretofore, 
only in concert halls, at the opera, etc. 


Today, high fidelity is no longer a minority pleasure. 
Manufacturers of both records and reproducing equipment 
now offer superior products at far from out-of-line prices, to 
those who care how their home music sounds. More than 
120,000 music lovers rad HIGH FIDELITY Magazine 
each month. 





Wo Risk Guarantee: 


If my FREE copy does not live up to expecta- 
tions, all | need do is write ‘‘Cancel"’ on your 
invoice and return it and | owe you nothing. 
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MOTORING PLEASURE 


If you have ever driven a sports car—or even thought 
about driving one—you know that they are the answer to 
motoring pleasure. You’re driving for the sake of driving, 
not just to get from one place to another. 

And you also know that, if you’re buying a sports car | 
or already driving one, to get the best buy and to max- 
imize the pleasure of driving one, you must have all the 
authoritative information about them you can get. That’s 
why you’re reading “Sports Car Illustrated’’. | 


LISTENING PLEASURE 


High fidelity means just as much to the enjoyment of 
music in your home as.a sports car does to the enjoyment 
of driving. It’s the thrilling way to hear your favorite 
records, radio programs and tape recordings. 

And—to maximize your enjoyment of high fidelity 
sound reproduction, you need all the authoritative in- 
formation on the subject you can get. This is available to 
you today, as it has been to others for the past five years, 
through HIGH FIDELITY Magazine, the acknowledged 
and outstanding leader. HIGH FIDELITY Magazine is t 
written expressly to assist you in getting the most out of 
your home music. 





























In every issue of HIGH FIDELITY, authoritative writers 
bring you the latest and most informative news about 
music-at-large, sound reproduction, and long-play records. 
Names like these appear every month: i 


E. Power Biggs 
William Saroyan 
Jacques Barzun 


Charles Fowler 
John Conly Li 
and many, many more 


Louis Untermeyer 
Nat Hentoff 
James Hinton, Jr. 


HIGH FIDELITY reviews more long-play records than any other 
home music magazine ... more than 2,000 in a single year. 


HIGH FIDELITY home-tests thousands of pieces of equipment each 
year, to guide you in your buying. 


HIGH FIDELITY keeps you up-to-date about the world of music, with 
exhilarating feature articles that add to your pleasure and knowledge. 


In commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the beloved composer 
Mozart’s birth, the January issue of HIGH FIDELITY will be an all- 
Mozart issue with so many unusual and attractive features that it will 
rank as a COLLECTOR’S ITEM IN YOUR LIBRARY. Don’t miss 
this exciting edition! 


HIGH FIDELITY Magazine—4615 Publishing House—Great Barrington, Mass. 


Please send me a FREE copy of the latest issue of HIGH FIDELITY | 
and bill me for a subscription to start with the following issue. 


C] 3 years $13.50 _] 2 years $10.00 1 year $6.00 
(36 issues) (24 issues) (12 issues) 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


Add $1 per year for subscriptions outside the U.S. and Canada 
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letters 


The Editor, SCI: 

Keep up the great work. With people buying more and 
more sports cars and foreign cars you've really got Detroit 
on the run. They’re so scared they're starting to put out lots 
of lousy cars and calling them sports models. Now that 
A Volkswagen assembly plant is coming to Jersey, other 
European manufacturers will follow. It makes me so happy 
to think of the long production lines in Detroit closing down. 

Steven Mason 
Tree Junction, Oregon 


The Editor, SCI: 

What with Rootes entering a team in the Great American 
Mountain rally and Jaguar of North America intending to 
race a team in various events with Briggs Cunningham as 
director, it looks as though something approaching a factory 
team set-up is starting in the U.S. If only because of the 
great DOLLAR, more European manufacturers should 
realize that if they want to advertise their cars, a great place 
to do it is on courses like Elkhart Lake, Sebring, Watkins 
Glen and at the Mexican Road Race. 

Then, maybe, Grand Prix status will follow for many 
American courses. Let’s have point scoring and the works. 

American drivers in G.P. machines at Watkins!!!! What 
a beautiful dream. 

William Eliot 
St. Louis, Missouri 


The Editor, SCI: 

Although I am only a teenager I know more than anyone 
on my block about gearboxes. Sometimes I have been mis- 
taken for a specialist in ignition systems, too, but that is 
only a “hobby.” I am teaching my 10 year old brother to 
snap shift, but he doesn’t want to race, and isn’t much 
interested. 

Yesterday I took the head off a Jaguar Mark VII, looking 
for a scored chamber wall. The owner’s wife said I could do 
it. When her husband came home from work he was sur- 
prised, and I guess he was angry. But then when it turned 
over fine he laughed and said I should be a mechanic at 
Momos. 

Where is that? Do you think in a couple of years when I 
become 18 I could go there and get a job? 

Grace Bernard 
Ventura, California 
Grace, maybe you could... our readers constantly amaze us. 


The Editor, SCI 

I laughed when I saw your story on the Volkswagen issue. 
Then I laughed again when I looked at the Fiat story in 
February SCI. Those tin cans are death traps. 

Recently in downtown Los Angeles I saw a VW wrapped 
around the front end of a Nash like it was made of rubber 
cement. Absolutely demolished! The Nash grill was dented 
a little. 

It does my heart good to see these cars get what they 
deserve. And whenever I get a chance I push these little 
beetles onto the shoulder or into a curb. 

Name Withheld 
Los Angeles, California 


The Editor, SCI: 

Wow! 

I've been avoiding auto annuals ever since my foot became 
heavy enough to push a gas pedal. But I saw INTERNATIONAL 
AvuTo SALON at a friends and it really flipped me. Specifica- 
tions on everything, great pictures, and a good write up on 
each car make this book something I’m going to keep where 
I can always grab it. 

The only thing that can compete with it is the monthly 
SCI. 

Jack Collins 


Deauville, Mississippi 


The Editor, SCI: 
I desire to purchase a 414 
since there are none here in 


litre Grand Prix Ferrari and 
this country (New Zealand) , 
and the nearest ones I know of are almost eight thousand 
miles away, I was wondering if you or your readers could 
help me. 

My time is spent on road racing and my “stable” now 
consists of a Grand Prix Alfa-Romeo and a G. P. Bugatti. 
Both these cars, though old, keep my family near to the top 
of the business. The Ferrari is built for road racing and 
that’s what we do down here, under Formula Libre. 

A. J. Roycroft 

43 Marau Crescent 

Aukland, New Zealand 
We don’t happen to see Ferraris with “for sale” signs too 
often, but among our readers there’s sure to be someone who 


can help 


SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED is published monthly by the Ziff-Davis Publishing Co. Entered as second class matter at Post Office, Washington, D.C., with 
additional! entry at the Post Office, Silver Spring, Maryland, and Atlanta, Georgia, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED subscription rates: U. S$. and Canada—! year $4; 2 years $7; 3 years $9. Pan American countries—add 50¢ per year. Al! other 


foreign subscriptions add $1 per year. Single copy 35¢. 
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Ghe Works Che Work 
of of 
HUGO TOLSTO! 


MATING OFFE 


he Poems 


of 


SHAKESPEARE 


The Opportunity of a Lifetime to Own Handsome, Luxuriously-Bound 
Books Which You Will Treasure and Your Friends Will Envy 


| ERE is the opportunity you have been wait- 
ing for: to own strikingly beautiful volumes 
of the greatest authors ot all time. You don't have 
to “‘sacrifice"’ to own them. You don’t have to 
“scrimp” or save. Because NOW you can collect - 
AT AN AMAZINGLY LOW PRICE the greatest set of 
books ever presented to readers on these liberal 
terms. 

Picture these magnificent books in your own home. 
Your family will deeply enjoy reading them. Your 
friends will admire them and envy you for possessing 
them. Your children will gain undeniable advantage 
by having them always at hand. You can't afford to 
miss this opportunity Take advantage at once of the 
FREE EXAMINATION OFFER described below. 

Here are the most celebrated authors in all the 
world. Twenty-five handsome volumes that bring into 
your home in bindings of incomparable richness — 
the most fascinating, thrilling reading ever known. 
And the partial contents that follow can give you only 
an inkling of the treasures these books hold! 

1. KIPLING. Complete novel, The Light That 
Failed, and other exciting stories. 74 great ballads, 
verses, including Gunga Din, Danny Deever, The 
Ballad of East and West, etc. 

2. HUGO. The master of French literature. 36 Com- 
plete Works, including Hunchback of Notre Dame, A 
Woman of the Streets, etc. 

3. TOLSTOI. 27 breathless novels, stories: Anna 
Karenina, Kreutzer Sonata, The Cossacks, Love, and 
many more. 

4. POE. 91 tales, poems, essays of America’s greatest 
writer! Annabel Lee, The Raven, The Gold Bug, Mur- 
ders in the Rue Morgue, The Pit and the Pendulum, 
etc. 

5. IBSEN. The famous William Archer translation of 
his daring plays, each absolutely complete, including 
A Doll's House, Ghosts, Hedda Gabler, Peer Gynt, 
and others. 

6. CONAN DOYLE. All the best of Sherlock Holmes 
— The Sign of the Four, Red-Headed League, plus 
many other works. 

7. EMERSON. 112 Essays and poems, plus Bio. 
graphical Studies, Conduct of Life, etc. 

8. WILDE. The Picture of Dorian Gray, Lady 
Windermere’s Fan, The Ballad of Reading Gaol, and 
many more. 91 tales, poems, essays and plays in all. 





MAIL RESERVATION FORM NOW! 


9. ROBERT BROWNING. The best known works 
of the poet loved the world over: the immortal “Pied 
Piper of Hamelin,” the famous “Cavalier Tunes,” 
and others. ' 
10. STEVENSON. 39 adventurous novels, stories, 
poems, Treasure Island, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, 
Kidnapped, etc., etc., every one complete. 

11. HAWTHORNE. 2 C os gaa Novels and 37 tales 
by the great American author — Scarlet Letter, House 
of the Seven Gables, etc. 

12. SHAKESPEARE’S Poems, The Rape of Lucrece 
Venus and Adonis, and ALL the sonnets that Shake- 
speare ever wrote! Works of passion, simplicity, and 
exquisite beauty. 

13. DICKENS. A Christmas Carol and other heart- 
warming tales, dear to young and old, that you will 
read and reread. 


The other one-volume editions now in preparation 
but of which space does not permit a desc ription are: 
14. RIDER HAGGARD; 15.JONATHAN SWIET; 
16. WORLD'S GREAT 'DETECTIVE STORIES; 
17.GILBERT and SULLIVAN; 18. LONGFELL OW; 


19. LAMB'S TALES FROM SHAKESPEARE 20. 
TENNYSON; 21. WORLD'S GREATEST ADVEN 
TURE STORIES; 22. WORLD'S GREATEST RO- 
MANCES; 23. BRET HARTE; 24. CELLINI; 
25. CHE KHOV. 


HOW TO GET YOUR BOOKS 


Send no money! Just mail the READERS’ RESER- 
VATION CERTIFICATE. This entitles you to ex- 
amine the first volume in the ‘‘Giants of Literature” 
Library, THE WORKS OF KIPLING. A copy will 
be sent to you at once. With it will come a special 
readers’ invoice for $1.89 as complete payment for 
this volume, plus a few cents mailing charges, and 
instructions on how to get your other beautifully- 
bound volumes on this amazing READERS’ OFFER. 


SEND NO MONEY 


There are no other charges, and you need send no 
money. Right now, without delay, send in your 
RESERVATION CERTIFICATE. No “Deposit” in 
advance, First come, first served. DO IT NOW, be- 
fore you mislay this page! BLACK’S READERS 
SERVICE CO., Roslyn, L. I., New York. 


DON'T PUT IT OFF AND LOSE 
OUT ON THIS OPPORTUNITY! 


ONGFELLOW 


To Readers of 
This Magazine 


The Works of the World’s 
Great Authors 


IN 25 FINE VOLUMES! 












Che Work 
of 
STEVENSON 


of 
HAGGARD 


TENNYSON 


How is this amazing offer possible? First, because 


of the great demand for these volumes, a tremen- 


dous printing has been ordered — cutting costs to 
the bone. Also, by offering these beautiful volumes 
DIRECT to the readers, many distribution costs 


have been saved. The savings are passed on to you! 


MAIL THIS RESERVATION FORM TODAY! 
DON'T DELAY! 


















BLACK'S READERS SERVICE COMPANY 
Roslyn, L. 1., New York zu 























Please reserve in my name the books listed 
in your generous offer to readers of this maga- 
zine. Send me at once the first book. The Works 
of KIPLING. I enclose NO MONEY IN AD- 
VANCE; but within one week I will send you 
only $1.89, plus a few cents mailing charges — 
and I will be entitled to receive each following 
beautifully-bound volume as it comes from the 
press at the same low price, sending no money in 
advance. 
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SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE: All subscription correspondence should be addressed to Circulation Dept., 64 E. Lake Street, Chicago |, III. Please allow at least 4 weeks for change 
of address. Include your old address as well as new — enclosing if possible an address label from a recent issue of this magazine. 


CONTRIBUTIONS: Contributors are advised to refain a copy of their manuscripts and illustrations. Contributions should be mailed to the New York Editorial Office and must 
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CARBURETOR CLEANING 


ON-THE-CAR / 


With 


WYNN'S FUEL PROOF 


TODAY'S HIGH SPEED, HIGH COMPRESSION ENGINES... . accu- 


mulate petroleum by-product deposits at an alarming rate. 


Carburetors collect carbon, gum and varnish in valves and jets, 
preventing optimum air-fuel mixture, wasting gasoline and reducing 
engine efficiency. 


WYNN’S FUEL PROOF dissolves varnish and gum deposits and 
cleans the fuel system thoroughly. First treatment with FUEL PROOF 
blasts carbon from the entire exhaust system, eliminating deposits 
which cause back-pressure inefficiency. 


Regular use of WYNN’S FUEL PROOF is especially recommended 
for high-compression, high-performance engines, both gasoline and 
Diesel powered. 


Do it Yourself! Buy A Carburetor 
Do Ie Gouraclf/ Cleaning KIT Today! 








Carburetor cleaning kit features injection 
method of renovating all surfaces. The kit in- 
cludes 12-oz. FUEL PROOF, applicator unit, 
adaptor fitting for every carburetor, and full 
instructions for use. 


Clean your carburetor at regular intervals. 
More frequent use recommended in dusty areas. 


Easy to apply, requires only a few minutes. 


YOU GET THESE BONUS BENEFITS IN EVERY CAN OF WYNN’S FUEL PROOF! ABSORBS 
WATER FROM FUEL and entire fuel system of cars, trucks, tractors and boats (especially out- 


board motors). 


PREVENTS FUEL FREEZING and carburetor icing under all weather and altitude conditions. 
MIXES WITH ALL types and grades of fuel. Is not an alcohol product. 


FRICTION 


. YOUR Assurance of Product Quality 


G a3 
TRON Basten Fugu ANTISRE 


“ARBuRETOR CLEANER 





Manufactured by Wynn Oil Company, 1151 W. 5th Street, Azusa, California 





FRICTION 


roorinc is the RED-and-BLACK BULLSEYE TRADE MARK (res) »roorinc 
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ee E HAVE built a sports car in the American tra- 

W dition. It is not a racing car in the accepted 

sense that a European sports car is a race Car. 

It is intended rather to satisfy the American public’s con- 

ception of beauty, comfort and convenience, plus_per- 
formance.” 

The above quotation, which happens to be from the 
Chevrolet General Manager, could be a product of the 
Public Relations Department of any major American 
manufacturer of “sports cars.” Superior and uncompromis- 
ing though it may seem, it states clearly the factors that 
determine the design and marketing of sports and “sports- 
type” cars in this country. It is not difficult to see why 
American sports cars are as they are. Much less comprehen- 
sible is the fact that they exist at all. 

Not long ago, authorities both inside and out of the in- 
dustry scoffed openly at the idea that Detroit might some- 
time build a car with room for less than six people. It was 
held that the big outfits could build a sports car if they 
wanted to, but they just didn’t have to. They proceeded to 
build large varieties of sports cars. The authorities now 
say that Detroit could build world-beating competition 
cars if they felt like it, but don’t for the same reason. 

The future may or may not see a raceable sports car 
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By KARL LUDVIGSEN 













































Clean sports styling within the 
comfort demands of American motorists. 
Corvette set the pace for Detroit 

when the first version was shown in 1953. 


emerge from Michigan. In the meantime, let’s look into 
the origin and development of the present species. 

Interest in unusual and fast cars has been a universal 
post-war phenomenon, stemming from the great interchange 
of information that took place during World War II. The 
1930’s made Americans pretty tired of dull cars, and the 
war years taught them the value of gasoline economy. As 
the U.S. financial situation began to stabilize and expand 
once again, the automotive market broadened similarly, to 


















































CORVETTE | 
SPECIFICATIONS . 
1 ENGINE 
; Cylinders v8 
Bore 3.75 
Stroke ...... . 3.00 
Shift lever is entirely Displacement ; 265 cu. in. 
new and is clearly marked. Valves O.BLV. 
Ashtray and foam rubber seats Compression Ratio .9.25:1 
are an added bit of comfort. Max. Brake H.P. , 225 @ 200 RPM 
: Torque 270 ft. Ibs. @ 3600 RPM | 
Carb. twin 4 barrel 
TRANSMISSION 
Clutch ....: 10 in. S.O.P. 
Gear Ratios a 3.55 
DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase 102 in. 
Height 51 in. 


cover many needs, specialized to be sure, which Detroit 
could not meet at that time. Foreigr cars stepped in to 
do the job, and for some time it was felt that no other 
source could supply these markets, i.e., luxury, economy, 
and sports. The market was there, and the foreign cars 
filled it. They cannot reasonably claim to have created 
such a market. 

With the demand growing and the talent available, it 









Receding tail lights and slimmest 
of bumpers make rear end as 
handsome and new as the 
restyled front. 





New ’56 Thunderbird boosts power to 225 hp, 
but also offers 215 hp and 101 hp with 
a variety of three power trains. 





ENGINE 
Cylinders 
Bore 
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Practical, roomy trunk space will 
motivate many toward choosing an 
American “sports car’ for its luxury. 





Safety belts may be an optional 
accessory on the 1956 Thunderbird. 
Safety wheel is standard equipment. 
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A Cunningham competition car at speed. 


is not surprising that Detroit was swept into the “speci- 
alized” car field, despite much advice to the contrary. Many 
were startled to find that their creations were American 
in concept, and included typically U.S. conveniences. There 
can be no question that driving tastes and conditions here 
demand characteristics which might not be necessary or 
acceptable across the Atlantic. 

The American sports car buyer wants to travel with 
speed and distinction, but he is not interested in freezing 
to death or struggling with clutch and gearshift, and will 
not sacrifice comfort and carrying capacity. He doesn’t 
care a bit about gas mileage, and wants to be first away 
from the light. We habitually drive distances in this coun- 
try that would appall the continental tourist, and these 
miles must pass in reasonable ease, smoothness, and silence. 
The “Big Five” realize that the out-and-out enthusiast 
market is a very limited yet vocal group, and that a more 
versatile vehicle will reach much wider acceptance. If, as 
is often the case, this will be a second car, the wife must 
be able to drive it. As an only car, room for the kids is 
needed. The more that can be reached by a given design, 
the better an investment it will be. The enthusiast must 
realize that without these concessions the cars would not 
exist at all, and the outlook would be bleak indeed. 

Fortunately, the big companies have men who are per- 
sonally interested in the more advanced facets of motoring. 
At General Motors, for example, no less a man than the 


The famous C4R 





































Briggs Cunningham, former 
manufacturer of America’s 
Le Mans contender. 





and C6R waiting 
for service at 
Momo’s garage. 
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Vice President in charge of Engineering, Charles A. Chayne, 
is well known as the enthusiastic owner of a magnificent 
Type 41 Bugatti “Royale,” as well as a highly modified 
Type 43. He was responsible for both body and chassis 
of the Buick XP-300, which was a rather more refined 
effort than its companion, Le Sabre. Also at G.M., Mauri 
Rose, Zora Arkus-Duntov and Maurice Olley have long 
been concerned with high speed motoring problems. 

At another concern, which shall remain nameless, a 
chap named Henry Ford II has often admitted his weak- 
ness for cars that ride harder and corner flatter than most. 
He has owned Bentleys and Cisitalias, and Ford relations 
with the latter firm have sometimes appeared more than 
casual. Chrysler, long noted for progressive and alert en- 
gineering, has finally complemented this part of its firm 
with a styling section under the direction of Virgil Exner, 
who has a keen appreciation of the lean and vigorous in 
design. Associations with Indianapolis and Mr. Cunning- 
ham are also significant. 

Chevrolet kicked off the native sports car movement 
in January, 1953, when they introduced the Corvette at 
their Motorama. Officials hedged on production plans at 
that time, since they wanted to sample public reaction 
first. Enthusiasm for the Corvette seemed so widespread 
that limited production ‘appeared justified, and develop- 
ment and manufacturing plans were pushed ahead. Eight 
months elapsed before the cars were available, and then 
only in very small numbers. Corvettes were carefully alot- 
ted to dealers, and acted as showpieces to draw customers 
for the regular Chevrolet into the showrooms. Soon after 
introduction the assembly facilities were moved from Flint 
to St. Louis, and production targets of 1000 cars per month 
were announced. Much of the initial consumer enthusiasm 
seemed to have been tempered by time and reflection, 
however, and in July of 1954 output was cut to 300 
Corvettes per month. 

It is quite possible that the first Corvette was too much 
of a sports car. Vestigal bumpers, bucket seats, side cur- 
tains and the controversial reinforced plastic body were 


enough to restrict its sales appeal, though it handled and 
performed very well indeed. If that was the case, the 









Power plant of the Golden Hawk is the 
Packard built 275 horsepower V-8. 






Sky Hawk and Power Hawk 
offer 210 and 170 horse- 
power respectively with 


excellent “touring” performance. 








Dashboard has tachometer and 
vacuum gauge in addition to 
standard instruments. 
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Golden Hawk by Studebaker offers 
five passenger comfort coupled 
with spirited performance. 

Grill design is distinctly 
Continental. 


1956 version should meet most objections. Power-operated 
top and windows are now available, as is a removable 
hardtop. 225 horsepower can be controlled by Powerglide 
or a 3-speed close-ratio box. Body lines have been sharp- 
ened up, but the fiberglas construction is retained. This 
latter feature is now the only major respect in which 
the Corvette differs from its major competitor, and if the 
1956 car is not well received, we might blame _ public 
resistance to plastic bodies. 

Chevrolet very quietly learned a few things from their 
Corvette chassis research, including outrigged rear springs. 
The sports car dash also appeared on the regular line. 
Ford, however, is playing up its sports car venture in a 
big way. Everything on the 1956 Ford seems to be “Thun- 
derbird” this or “Thunderbird” that. Chevrolet stood aloof 
from its sporting venture, with regard to publicity, while 
Ford makes every possible tie-in. In fact, registration 
figures would indicate that Ford has had a better time 
with its Thunderbird project. 

Industry was expecting a Ford entry in the U.S. sports 
car race, but a new twist was added when a “personal” 
car was introduced in March of 1954. Avoiding the sports 
car tag, and looking like a squashed standard Ford, the 
Thunderbird featured a steel body, a bench seat, roll-up 
windows and an optional hardtop. Pretty clearly, Ford 
had watched the G.M. effort carefully, and had learned 
much from the fate of the original Corvette. When deliv- 
eries began in the fall of 1954, ready acceptance indicated 


Finned brake drums provide 





greater surface area for 
more efhcient cooling. 


that the Thunderbird had been well thought out, and 
offered much to many. 

Ford placed the emphasis on acceleration and comfort, 
handling being secondary. Appearance was slimmer to 
that of the bread and butter line, for both merchandising 















































and production purposes. The goal was termed a “personal 
SP tr oe 
KER GOLDEN HAWK 
SPECIFICATIONS 
v8 
=, 
O.H.LV. 
9.5:1 
ae Drake H. Fr. “0 275 @ 4800 RPM 
4 barrel 
Electrical System 12 volt 
TRANSMISSION ...: O.D. or U.M. 
CHASSIS 
Brakes S.C.S.E. Hydraulic 
DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase 12014” 
Length ; 20034,” 
Width 70%6” 
Height 60” 
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car” market, which was defined as lying between the sports 
car and the passenger car. The approach was a good one, 
as was evidenced by the sale of some 16,000 replicas, and 
it has not been altered for 1956. While attempting to 
establish the Thunderbird as an entirely separate car line, 
Ford has made available three different engines, the hot- 
test of which ties the Corvette at 225 horsepower. A Con- 
tinental spare has been made standard, which admittedly 
improves balance and greatly opens out the luggage com- 
partment. An “optional” version of the optional hardtop 
has natty portholes in the sides. The general impression 
is of greatly increased resemblance to the Continental, 
and there is every reason to believe that the similarity 
will be even more marked in the future. 

Chrysler has taken a different approach to the “special” 
car situation. They felt that their line needed a hot 
prestige car rather than a less dignified sports car. Exner’s 
new basic bodies possessed some very handsome contours, 
and their big V-8 was easily capable of 300 horsepower 
on ordinary fuel. The temptation was too great to resist, 
so the undisputed power king of 1955 was brought out 
in January of that year. Tastefully styled and beautifully 
trimmed in cowhide, the handsome white cars soon gained 
a reputation for jet assist on the highway, as well as 
remarkably good handling. 

Many will argue that the Chrysler 300 is not a sports 
car, and I am inclined to agree with them, with but one 
proviso. It is just as much a sports car as is a Bentley 
Continental or a 300S Mercedes-Benz. It represents a sort 
of Gran Turismo version of the regular Chrysler, and as 
such offers a higher degree of engineering development 
than the production cars. In fact, it would seem that the 
300 would be excellent as a high speed touring car for 
American conditions, with its very high comfortable cruis- 
ing speed and its uncramped storage dimensions. In a 
way, the 300 reflects the most honest approach to the 
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development of a truly American sports car, since it com- 
promises much less with foreign sporting concepts, and is 
admirably suited to, say, a rapid run from Denver to 
Kansas City. Few cars, at the price, would be better. 

A great school of idea cars has been spawned by Chrysler, 
but one of the most promising recent offspring has been 
the Falcon “Sports Roadster,” which made an impressive 
appearance at the 1955 Watkins Glen meeting. Following 
close to the Corvette and Thunderbird formula, the Falcon 
could be a formidable contender in the U.S. sports car 
market. No production plans have been made known, 
but interest and demand are still being studied. It would 
be a handsome sight on the American road. 

In early 1953 a magnificent design job by consultant 
Raymond Loewy put Studebaker in the American sports 
car business, if by virtue of styling. alone. The sports 
coupes of 1953 and 1954 will long be remembered fondly 
by students of design, but with less enthusiasm by the 
Studebaker-Packard Corporation. Those cars were and still 
are beautiful, but as a result they stole much attention 
from the regular line, which should have been the back- 
bone of the venture. It was as if Ford had devoted more 
publicity to the Thunderbird than to their main line of 
cars. If the coupes had been a distinct, limited-production, 
hotter line of cars, they might still exist in their clean 
original form today. As things happened, it was felt nec- 
essary to take rapid steps backward in 1955, and only 
slight amends were made in the form of the faster Speed- 
ster model. This car was closer to the American sports 
car concept in performance, but it had lost much visual 
appeal. Studebaker began to stress the sports car idea in 
their advertising, and may have been missing the point. 
The coupes handled and performed well, thanks to a low 
center of gravity and good aerodynamics, but with their 
size and passenger capacity, fell more in the abovemen- 
tioned Gran Turismo category. 


Chrysler’s Falcon 

is a prototype for which 
future plans are 
nebulous. 
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Flight Sweep, another 

of Chrysler’s dream 

: cars, offers this “well 
equipped” cockpit with 
aircraft type levers for 
parking light, turn signal, 
windshield wipers, et al. 






















































Chrysler 300 is not a sports car 

but a “Gran Turismo” of American 
cars, offering high performance plus 
fairly fast steering and firmer than 
ordinary suspension. 


Studebaker, however, has indicated that it is tired of 
all this fooling around, and has produced a long-awaited 
hybrid in connection with Packard. The big 275 horse- 
power Packard V-8 has been installed into a_ restyled 
Studebaker coupe, and the whole has been named the 
Golden Hawk. The additional feature of 380 lb. ft. of 
torque should settle stop light arguments once and for 
all. A paltry 210 horsepower are available in the cheaper 
Sky Hawk, which, as usual, is a cleaner, neater-looking 
car. The entire Hawk line is now separate from the 
Studebaker bread-and-butter cars, and should provide ex- 
hilarating fast touring for the American motorist. They 
look pretty good, too. 

Most of the broad interest for the student of the Ameri- 
can sports car lies in the manifestations and justifications 
that appear from the major manufacturers. These cars are 
the result of much study and weighing of factors, and 
provide signs to the direction of industry thinking. They 
must be sure of a certain market before setting up for 
production, while the “custom” builder can construct by 
hand as orders come along. Specialist concerns cater to 
a very restricted enthusiast group, and their products come 
into direct competition with foreign brands on road 
courses all across the country. Success in these competitions 
can make or break their ventures, since their performances 
are closely watched and analysed by potential purchasers. 

It was only natural that an old racing hand like Frank 
Kurtis would get involved in the sports car business, but 





















































Cylinders v8 
Bore 3.81 
Stroke a 3.63 
Displacement Sie 331.1 
Compression Ratio 8.5:1 
Valves i O.H.V.-90° 
Max. Brake H.P. <s-»-----.300 @ 5200 RPM 
Carb. 3 Twin 4 barrel 
ERE SADR 6 volt 
TRANSMISSION 
Clutch i ee Power flight 
Gear Ratios 3.54 or 3.36 rear 
Passe Ind. Front, Semi Elliptic 

i t, i Elli rear 
Steering r Power 
Brakers ,---Power 
DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase 126 

2.18:8 

Width 79.1 





59.1 





in view of his experience it is odd that he made such a 
false start. His first design was a good enough car, but, 
like its successor the Muntz Jet, it was more in the Thun- 
derbird class. Small-production cars must have a more 
highly developed appeal. The same criticism can be level- 
led at the Vignale Cunninghams, which should have been 
either more luxurious or much faster to warrant their 
expense. Matters at Kurtis looked up considerably in 
early 1953, when his Indy-based sports car was announced. 
This was clearly a competition car, and it proceeded to 
command respect on both coasts in the hands of Bill 
(Continued on page 59) 
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HERE'S just no getting away from it. The sports 

car field is one that places heavy stress upon tech- 

nical persons, and every sports car fan—whether they 
like it or not—will eventually come in contact with some 
of them. 

If you’ve ever discussed the matter with friends who’ve 
had dealings with them, you'll be familiar with the fact 
that these people are usually tyrants, mental cases, alco- 
holics or other individuals of relatively low moral character. 
Don't let their jovial exterior, pleasant manners or attitude 
of intelligence fool you. They are not to be trusted! 

One of the more outstanding types of technical individ- 
uals you will encounter will be the creative genius, the 
fellow that designs wondrous bodies of fiberglas and 
aluminum or concocts ingenious mechanical devices and 
improvements for your car. These Jekyll and Hyde char- 
acters are easily identifiable by the distant look in their 
eyes, a look intended to convince you that they are con- 
centrating all their mental faculties on your problems or 
desires and can’t be disturbed with ordinary, hum-drum 
affairs. Actually, what they’re thinking about is how much 
they can charge you without bringing on a convulsion, or 
why didn’t they stick to designing antimacassar patterns 
for that firm in Philadelphia. 
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It is best, of course, to avoid dealing directly with this 
unstable type of individual whenever possible. When con- 
tact is unavoidable, there are a few basic rules that will 
help you survive and possibly salvage your sanity. 

Don’t let them give you the “it can’t be done” routine. 
If you want a car that travels and handles like a Ferrari, 
has the dependability and comfort of a Rolls Royce and 
are only willing to pay $2,500, don’t let them talk you out 
of it. If they argue, threaten to take your business else- 
where. 

If you finally contract them to do some work for you, 
they will eventually have a variety of sketches or diagrams 
for your consideration. Don’t study them too closely. They 
will only confuse you. The best procedure is to lay them 
out on the floor and make the selection by throwing the 
desk pen at them. If you should hit the manila folder 
they came in, don’t show weakness by backing down. 


By JIM MOURNING 













| 
| 










Wit A WRENCH 


Instead, insist that’s what you're really after—something 
simple and uncluttered. 

If they take exception to your attitude and begin making 
hings difficult, you can always resort to crying out in an- 
guish, assaulting the facia panel with your forehead or 
threatening to break all the points off their sketching 
pencils or to stomp their slide rules into splinters. These 
emotional spasms may be a little difficult for you to achieve 
at first, but persistence will be rewarded for they are the 
type of thing that is comprehended and appreciated by the 
creative mind. 

Now, most mechanics will try to make you believe that 
repairing a car is a mysterious and difficult thing. They 
may even go so far as to intimate that it calls for both 
knowledge and training. Do not be taken in! They have 
a gilt edged racket going and they know it. They will tell 
you anything to keep it that way. 

‘When discussing your problems, be sure never to tell 
them exactly what’s wrong with your car or what you want 
done to it. Why do their work for them? After all, they 
should do something to justify their wages. 

Occasionally, you will run into the persistent variety that 
will demand an answer or explanation of some kind. Un- 
less you have a previously prepared ready response, they 
may trap you into doing part of their job for them. Among 
the more popular aids in this situation are such phrases as 
“There's a sort of a sound coming from someplace” or 
“Oh, it’s just not running the way it did seven years ago” 
or “It’s running all right, but—” 

By this time it should be apparent to him that you are 
not one to be considered as an easy mark. Often, however, 
he will make a desperation bid for information. When he 
does, you can stop him cold with, “Well, the wile just isn’t 
happy with it.” If this doesn’t discourage him, take your 
car elsewhere as the man obviously is unbalanced on the 
subject. Any further dealings could only lead to greater 
complications. 

Even after a mechanic has accepted the job, your prob- 
lems are by no means over. Since mechanics are all notori- 
ously lazy and slovenly, it is up to you to keep them on 
their toes. There are several ways in which this can be 
accomplished. 


They'll throw your life into a panic. 


And they'll even want to be paid... 


Fear all mechanics... 


They'll worry you with delays. 


Drop in just before closing time and work yourself into 
a highly vocal lather, asserting that you need the car im 
mediately and here—it isn’t ready. Don’t let the fact that 
it wasn’t promised for three days throw you off, as this ex- 
tended length of time is merely to cover up for their lack 
of effort on your behalf. 

Phone the garage at odd times during the day. And don’t 
be satisfied with talking with the service manager. Demand 
that the mechanic be pulled away from his work to speak 
to you personally. He probably won’t be much help as it’s 
doubtful whether you'll be able to understand the pseudo- 
technical jargon he affects, but it will mark you as a man 
not to be trifled with. 

Phone them at home at night and demand a fully de- 
tailed explanation of what they are doing. Don’t let them 
put you off with the aged stall about already being in bed. 

_ And never pay your bill without protesting loudly. Since 
mechanics don’t really work very hard, anything they 
charge is bound to be too much. 

For your own protection it might be well to become a 
technical expert. That is to say, gain the reputation of 
being something of an expert on technical matters. This is 
much easier than it sounds, especially if you don’t bother 
with all those little gadgets under the hood or the assort- 
ment of paraphernalia on the work bench. 


The quickest way is to memorize a few phrases, words 
like reciprocating action, torque, desmodromic valves, over- 
head camshaft and Tapley reading. Then lace them heavily 
into your conversation, and your reputation will soon be 
established. It will give people pause, if they should be 
tempted to try to give you the usual run-around. 

There is, however, some danger in this operation. If 
greatest care is not taken, natural curiosity about the 
meaning of these phrases may lead you into an interest in 
things mechanical. This, of course, would never do. It 
would place you on the same barren intellectual plane as 
those individuals you started out to devise a defense against. 

And remember, sports cars have the reputation of being 
a gentleman’s hobby. Keep this in mind, and always use 
proper grammar and a cultured tone when cursing at any 
of the above individuals who refuse to realize your im- 
portance and the extent of your knowledge. # 
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From Hambro Trading Company, J. S. Inskip and Lucas Ltd. comes a selection of durable and elegant accessories. From left to 
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ACCESSORIES 


for your 


foreigm ear 


By JIM WHIPPLE 








ITHOUT overly taxing his imagination, the owner 

of a foreign car can install (or load, according to 

your point of view) some 80-plus accessories on 
his car. 

The cost of such a collection of fitments and embel- 
lishers might run from a conservative minimum of $800 
to upwards of $1500. If the top figure strains your cre- 
dulity, just flip through some parts catalogs and add up 
a few basic items: Supercharger, $200-$250; Wire Wheels 








w/knock-off hubs, $300; Radio, $75; Heater, $55; Driving 
Lamps, $40; Spotlight, $25-$30; Dual Exhaust, $45-$50; 
Rally Clock for Dashboard, $85; Decorative Engine De- 
vices, $55; Detachabie Fibreglass Hardtop, $150. Amazing 
how quickly we've passed the $1000 mark without even 
scratching the vast accessory marginalia of cigarette lighters, 
chromed exhaust tips, and badge bars. 

There are three basic schools of thought regarding the 
fitting of accessories. First: The purists or Austerity-At- 
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All-Costs group. These lads believe that anything on their 
cars that was not included in the designers first sketches 
is tantamount to heresy. 

The second or Christmas-Tree accessory school feels that 
the greater the number of extras that they can bolt, wire, 
weld, or glue on, in, or under their cars, the more they are 
adding to the vehicle’s esthetic or mechanical worth. 

However, it is a third school with which we are in 
sympathy. This group, far outnumbering the splinter 





You have many 
hundreds of 


accessories to 


choose from. 
They can make 
your car more 
comfortable 
and versatile. 


Choose 


carefully and 
get your 


money’s worth. 
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right: radiator ornament, crash handle, luggage carrier, side cover, oiler, valve cover, air cleaners, tool kit, sports coil and heater. 


groups mentioned above, believes by and large that the 
useage of accessories is governed by functional needs of 
the owner and his passengers. A certain amount of orna- 
mentation for its own sake seems justifiable, particularly 
if there are functional undertones. A case in point are 
wire wheels, a definite appearance plus, which also pro- 
vide increased brake cooling. 

To aid in the choice of potential accessories, we have 
grouped the basic list of extras by function into the fol- 
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lowing seven categories: Performance, appearance, conven- 
ience, comfort, economy, competition and safety. 

We don’t claim to have included every conceivable 
accessory on the market for each and every sports car 
(there are over 100 for MG's alone), if we had, this mag- 
azine would assume the proportions of a Sears, Roebuck 
catalog. Nor do the prices quoted apply to specific items. 
They are averages, generally hitting midway between the 
cheapest and the most expensive available. Our aim being 
to give owners an approximate cost to help them in rough- 
ing out an accessory budget. 





Dual exhaust kits are almost a necessity, if you are 
improving the intake side of the engine with oversize 
carburetors, valves or supercharger. Even without “soup- 
ing” the induction system there will be 5 to 8% gain 
near the engine’s top rpms. Dual exhausts will lengthen 
the life of your exhaust valves if you are going to use 
your engine strenuously. Cost of a really adequate system 
will range from $45 to $100 depending on the car; more, 
if custom fitting is required. 

Dual intake manifolds are available for some popular 
imported touring sports cars for about $40 plus an extra 





Tonneau cover is essential when parking for short periods of time. Tire cover, 
available in plaids and solid colors adds a touch of distinction to your sports car. 


PERFORMANCE 

Superchargers, readily available for sports and sport 
touring imports in the 1500 cc and under displacement 
class, although not the cheapest available power boost, 
add approximately 30% to engine power. What's most 
important to cost conscious owners, blowers do not require 
the constant attention of a master mechanic, nor do they 
make the engine excessively temperamental. Unlike other 
powerboosting methods, supercharging brings increased 
torque at medium engine speeds, enabling greater use of 
your top gear. The average supercharger will cost $200 
plus installation. 

Special cylinder heads are available to provide higher 
compression and better breathing through larger intake 
and exhaust valves and better porting. Special heads are 
currently made by one or two reputable firms for several 
of the smaller sports and sports touring machines. Cost 
runs from $65 to $100, with extras such as longer (or 
shorter) pushrods, valves, rocker arms and valve springs 
pushing up the total. The increase in performance may 
run from 10 to 15% if carburetion and exhaust changes 
are made at the same time. 

A sports coil will run from $8, to $19 with a name 
brand model at the lower cost being a good buy. Coils 
will add smoothness and reliability with the emphasis on 
better starting, but will not make up for a bad condenser 
or sloppily tuned ignition. 
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carburetor. This set-up will give a worthwhile increase 
of about 15%, or half that of a supercharger. A conversion 
manifold for MG’s eliminates the problem of synchronizing 
dual carburetors in favor of a dual downdraft V8 Ford 
60 carburetor. Performance increase is slight for a com- 
plete cost of just under $40. 

Dual point breaker plates are an excellent way of in- 
suring that you get the maximum performance designed 
into your engine at the top end of the revs. At about 
$10 to $15 dual points are a good buy for overall per- 
formance sharpening up, especially if combined with a 
“hot” sports coil. 

An oversize or “pack” type muffler for approximately 
$15 is the next best alternative to a dual exhaust system 
as it will reduce back pressure to some extent. 


APPEARANCE 

Short of a $200 set of wire wheels and knock-off hubs, 
a good set of louvreed aluminum or stainless steel wheel 
discs at $25 will do more to glamourize those perforated 
“swiss cheese” disc wheels than anything we can think of. 

Fender mirrors, at about $5 a copy, you need not pay 
more, are a sporty touch but, fender vibration being what 
it is, their practical value is open to question. 

The envelope streamlined bodies of the latest sports 
cars are rapidly making badge bars a thing of the past. 





However, if your car can wear one, and you have badges, 
$8 should be enough to get you a good one. 

If you want your car to look “different” chrome-plated 
mesh grille screens are available for some older models 
at $17. Headlamp mesh guards are a practical item for 
rallying on gravel roads and will cost you about $8 to 
$10 a pair. 

A competition steering wheel with aluminum flat spokes 
and a wooden rim will give a real “gone” look to your 
cockpit, but a good one will cost you abut $65. Leather 
“boots” for brake and gear levers at about $2.50 each 
add some swank and cover up the sharp edges of the 
brake’s business end. 


CONVENIENCE 

A closed ash tray and lighter combo for about $12 is 
a useful and attractive item to add to a sparse sports cock- 
pit. If you need new suitcases, have a popular model sports 
car, and do a good deal of overnite touring in it, a matched 
set of luggage, tailored for the luggage locker may be 
worth your while even at $125 for 3 or 4 cases. 

One of the most useful items for any sports car owner 
is the canvas tonneau cover for $28 to $35. You'll use 
one all summer to keep the seat cool on sunny days, the 
cockpit dry when the car is parked during showers and 
clean at all times. For an extended stay in the open, a 
cover for the entire car, ranging from $18 for canvas to 
$25 or $30 for synthetic rubber, is worth considering to 
save the finish from dust, baking sun and birds. 

Driving lamps add to the looks of your car at about 
$15 each, but are very vulnerable to Detroit’s hefty bump- 
ers whenever your car is parked. Worth considering if 
you encounter fog in your driving. A good spotlight can 
be a real boon to rallyists and others who do a lot of 
night driving off the beaten track. A good spot will run 
you $18 to $25 depending on the diameter of the head. 

For those who take weekend trips a luggage rack can 
be a distinct advantage. Chrome plated racks can run be- 
tween $30 and $40. If you are less fastidious an equally 
sturdy tubular rack in prime coat can be had for less 
than $15. 

If you like to “corner” your car, and who doesn’t? about 
$5 spent for a chrome plated grab handle solidly mounted 
on the instrument panel can be a happy thought for 
your passenger’s comfort. (Many late model popular cars 
already have these). 


COMFORT 

Freezing weather and 60 mph speeds can make even 
the enthusiast less enthusiastic about sports car touring. 
If you want to get off the Spartan kick and thaw out, $30 
to $45 (plus installation) should see an effective heater 
in your car. However the problem of drafts in the upper 
part of the cockpit is best remedied with the purchase of 
a fibreglass hardtop. These can be had in semi-finished 
kit form for about $100 (you sand & paint them and install 
the trim and fittings), or complete, paintéd and ready to 
latch in place for $135 and up, depending on the model. 
These tops are a good investment as they add to the re- 
sale value of your car. 

A pair of wind wings at $15 to $20 ($11 in do-it-your- 
self kit form) can do real service in the summertime de- 
flecting windblast and stray bugs from the cockpit. For 
MG’s a combination wind wing and racing windshield 
can be had for $20, a pair. They plug into the upper 
instrument panel for competition work. 

No matter what your plans are for improving your 
sports or foreign car’s versatility, you will find many acces- 
sories to aid you. Choose wisely, calling on your dealer 
for both help and advice. A well planned accessory pro- 
gram can result in greater enjoyment of your car. # 
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iH Colin Chapman, engineer and 
B designer of the Lotus. 0 | nl ap Nea | 


he | HE man on the phone said that I would see the plant 
on my left, just after turning the corner. Tain’t so, I 


& 
iB passed the Lotus plant three times before finding it, 
and then only because I saw one of the stabilizing fins 
from a Mark IX projecting from the doorway of a small 


building. 








Housed in a small, contemporary, concrete building (set 
well back from the road), is the most successful and 
industrious automobile factory for its size in the world. It 
ae is fairly bursting at the seams with beautiful, shiny, sculp- 
tured little racing cars. Every available inch of space is 
being used, and with an eye to the future, the adjoining 
property has been bought for expansion. Chassis are 
scattered all over the floor, leaving barely enough room 
| for the craftsmen to walk around as they assemble the cars. 
Pi) Hanging from the ceiling are the finished aluminum bodies 
which are lowered onto the chassis units as they are com- 
i pleted, and fastened into place. I couldn't help thinking 
that Alexander Caulder would have felt right at home 
here, because the slightest breeze turns the workshop into 
a giant mobile with the odd-shaped, shiny aluminum 
shapes throwing reflections along the walls. Each unit has 
an address and buyer’s name on it, and all but two of 
those being assembled were bearing addresses in the United 











By BOB ROLOFSON 


The Lotus at speed. Good aerodynamic 
qualities plus excellent cornering 
have made Colin Chapman’s creation 


a giantkiller in spite of its small 
engine. 




























Well lit but cramped conditions 
do not affect workmanship of technicians. " 
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Cramped for space in the tiny 
shop, employees suspend half- 
finished bodies from ceiling. 



























States —one of them was addressed to Ken Miles, North 
Hollywood, California, and will no doubt be fitted with a 
“going” MG engine! 
My “guide” through the Lotus plant was a friendly 
young man named Colin Chapman, and as the tour pro- 
gressed it developed that this unpretentious person was 
THE Colin Chapman who designs, produces, races, and IS 
the Lotus Engineering Company! His first car was an 
Austin based trials special, named the Lotus. As Hazel, 
Colin's wife would put it, “He used to spend his week- 
ends and spare time building specials to go mud plucking” 
An English counterpart to an American hot-rodder at 
heart, and a civil engineer by trade, it was only a matter | 
of time before he began to experiment with racing suspen- 
sions and engine modification. Lotus the second had a 
Ford Ten engine, and with it Colin won his first race, at 
the 1950 Eight Clubs’ Silverstone. The Mark III was a 
very successful 750cc machine which, during its active 





career was never beaten. It was powered with an Austin ti 

: Seven engine, which Colin drastically re-designed to take 

Metal body sections are formed a double-choke Stromberg carburetor. Until his clever 

by hand to provide a flawless engine modifications were banned, he literally had a 
finish on the alloy skin. corner on the 750cc class! 

Up until this time the Lotus Engineering Company was a 
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spare time occupation f6r Colin, who was employed as a 
structural engineer with the British Aluminum Company. 
His early studies in structural development of light alloys 


(Continued on page 56) 
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HINGS are buzzing at Molsheim! Word had gone 
out through the highways and by-ways of France 
that something was up at the old Bugatti works. 

They are making sports cars; no, they are building 
Grand Prix car; no, it’s the old chassis with a new body, 
etc. When rumor is rumored until it is a fact, it’s time 
to have a look. 

Since the death of “Le Patron,” Ettore Bugatti, the 
factory had seemingly died. The genius who began his 
life as an artist, established a miniature Duchy in France, 
and built the finest and fastest automobiles of his time, 
had taken his wizardry with him to the grave. For a time 
it was thought that with advanced designs taken from his 
drawing board, the factory could continue building motor 
cars under the direction of the family, but this plan did 
not seem to work out. However, under the direction of 
Pierre Marco, who was a member of the works team in 
the early twenties, the factory force of over two thousand 
men have been kept busy making rail cars, boats, farming 
equipment, and French military engines — but few motor- 
cars. 

Just before the war, one of the Patron’s secret drawings 
was pulled out, and a car was built. The car was a type 
64, which he had celeend to replace the famous type 57, 
but during the war the tools and dies were lost, which 
seemed to write “fini” to the factory’s attempt at a come. 
back in the automobile business. 

Suddenly the word spread that Bugatti workers were 
secretly building a type 251 Grand Prix car to challenge 
the formula | racing world! I was in Paris, covering the 
Automobile Show, when word arrived from SCI to go toe 
the Bugatti factory in Molsheim and 
anything in or around the factory.” 

The road from the main highway into Molsheim is 
fittingly marked with a large red sign pointing toward the 
Bugatti works. In abrupt contrast to the wide, straight 
autobahn, is the tree covered read which leads past the 
factory. There is nothing in this peaceful forest setting 
to suggest a manufacturing area. It is agricultural, peaceful, 
Shady and quiet. The Patron. had built his factory, his 
home, his kennels, stables, boatyards, and his distillery 
around the factory, all of these in a forest. In the old days 
visitors had often remarked that they had never been able 
to tell where the home and gardens ended, and the factory 
began. Although this grand country estate has long since 
given way to the ever growing greenery, a stroll along the 
road produces glimpses of wonderful old gabled buildings, 
stone fences, statuary, a meandering trout stream (still 
stocked) , and what appears to be a grand open courtyard. 

Today the factory looks like a factory. The entrance is 
flanked by two concrete pillars, each bearing a large metal 
facsimile of the famous oval-shi aped Bugatti emblem. Beyond 
the pillars is a guard house with an alert watchman who 
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RETURN 


With a grand gesture, an old 
and respected firm re-enters 


the international scene with 


a new Formula One car and 


ambitious plans. 
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First Bugatti was produced in this Present factory includes this large 
modest shed by “Le Patron,” Ettore and modern machine shop plus 
Bugatti. many buildings. 


Jean Arnaud is “Secretaire 
Des Automobiles Bugatti.” 














controls a drop-gate across the road — much like the gate two light alloy castings, using wet liner cylinder inserts. 
which swings down in front of traffic at a railroad crossing. Further investigation showed that the two piece crankshaft 
The factory is composed of a series of additions which is supported by five main bearings in each casting, making 
visually illustrate the growth of the Bugatti plant — from a total of 10 bearings, and a gear train rather than the 
the tiny shed where the lineage started, to the newly ex- conventional duplex linkage to drive the two overhead 
cavated foundations which will house machinery for future cams. Valves are set into the hemispherical combustion 
works. The only sign of activity aside from the ever alert chamber at a 90 degree angle in two separate cylinder 
guard, was an occasional lorrey checking through the drop- heads with two spark plugs per cylinder. | 
gate, and a series of tin-roofed sheds containing hundreds {| 
g of bicycles, hanging from hooks through their front wheels. Four Weber carbs will be used on this car but a fuel 
: I was given permission to take photographs throughout injection system is now under design. 
the factory, except in the secret experimental laboratories Leaving the foundry, we passed a row of low buildings 
where the Grand Prix machine was being assembled. At had once housed the Patron’s string of blooded riding 
the time of my visit very few people had seen the car, and horses. I stole a quick look through a broken window and bt 
for that matter, very few photographers had ever been saw a sight that would thrill many a Bugatti fan . . . parts 
permitted to make pictures in the factory, so we have no . . . Stacks of parts for Bugattis! With a start like that I 
complaints. was soon poking my nose through every available opening : 
The tour began with the foundry, where they make their as we walked along. A look into another cob-webbed old tH 
own castings and can control the temper and type of building produced a dusty, damp, roomful of old chassis, | 
metals needed in the plant. In one of the rooms where pieces of car bodies, and several of the famous old “tank” 
patterns are pulled from sand castings I got the first definite Bugatti racing cars. It is a shame that these wonderful old | 
clue — castings for the rumored formula | engine! veterans should rot away, and it’s a sure bet that if Ettore if 
It was obviously an eight cylinder design consisting of Bugatti, or his son Jean were still with us, there would be 
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Type 57 Bugatti in for repair . ait 31201 
will receive loving attention 
from skilled mechanics. 
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“Piddler” in foundry 
preheats engine mould. 


Famous Bugatti vise is 
used by craftsman fitting 
bearings. 






a Bugatti museum to compete with the wonderful Mercedes- 
Benz museum at Stuttgart. As for the heavy layer of dust 
and dirt, the Chief was absolute in his decree that not even 
dust should be allowed to settle in his home, factory, or 
stables! 

A short distance down the road from the stables is a 
small building which has weathered many a storm. Today 
it is being used as a storeroom for railcar wheels, but in 
1909 it was the main building of what was to be the most 
fabulous automobile factory in the world. 

The new sections of the factory are going full blast on 
what looked to be military contracts. The machinery is 
modern and efficient, and there is plenty of it. Several times 
my guide stopped and proudly pointed out the manufac- 
turer’s trademark on the busy machines — made in the 
U.S.A. Noticeable in the parts which they were turning out 
was the care and workmanship which has and is being 
associated with the Bugatti name. One standard factory 
item which immediately caught my eye was the “Bugatti” 
vice. Each bench has a big, black vice with the oval-shaped 
Bugatti emblem cast into the sides, and enameled in bright 
red. It occurs to me that a man might work up a nice 
export-import business selling those vices to Bugatti fans 
throughout the world! 

To me the most interesting spot in the factory was the 
repair shop, where owners send venerable Bugattis to be 
painstakingly rebuilt by hand. A “Bug” must be taken 
apart and put back together “by the numbers,” the key 
pieces fit much like the key in a Chinese box. It’s really 
quite easy when you know how, but there’s the rub, Bugatti 
mechanics are few and far between. Watching those artists 
repairing cars was well worth the whole trip. In the same 
shop were two post-war type 101 models, several experi- 


The one and only type 64 
being readied for the road. 
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mental units, and the one and only type 64 prototype, 
which was supposed to succeed the famous type 47. One of 
the outstanding features of the body were the doors which 
open into the top, so that a tall man can get in and out 
without bumping his head. Maybe Mr. Tucker had a look 
at the Bugatti before he designed the same feature into his 
dreamboat! 

The Patron’s touch is apparent in the huge, yet com- 
pletely manageable wooden doors liberally scattered 
throughout the factory. Simple in design, put together like 
Swedish furniture, finished in the natural wood, and hung 
on special brass hinges, they fairly shout to be noticed. 
For pedestrian trafhc, the center of the doors swing open, 
and for moving automobiles or factory equipment the com- 
plete 14x 14 foot (estimate) slab will swing easily and 
silently aside. Between the main works and the experi- 
mental laboratory is an open area of roughly, a city block. 
This area has been cleared and the footings poured for a 





Finely finished double 
doors sport polished 
brass hinges, are a 
Bugatti showpiece. 


Artist’s conception of the new “251” 
Bugatti drawn from Bob Rolofson’s reports. 


high new building, where it is said that Bugatti will do 
work on Simca automobiles. 

I am happy to report that things are “buzzing” at 
Molsheim, and that it looks very much as if Bugatti will 
again be a name to reckon with in world competition. 
Their “bread and butter’ work is going at a brisk pace, 
the new additions are going up fast, the Grand Prix car 
is not only a reality, but a second is being assembled while 
parts are being made for the third. The first car is due for 
testing at Monza in the near future, and will be presented 
to the press shortly after these runs. A Grand Sport 114 
litre sports car is under development, to be brought out 
for sale sometime in 1956,— which may give Porsche some 
thing to wonder about. 

Having the name Bugatti back in circulation makes 
things seem right with the automotive world. If this new 
formula one car is any indication, Bugatti has really re 
turned — and this time, to stay! 
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If your club is getting bored with the same old events, here 


are some rallies that will separate the men from the boys. 


UT two sports car owners together and before you 

know it, you’ve got a new sports car club. Add one 

more sports car owner and before you can say “check- 
point,” they'll be running a rally! 

While the rally in the United States is not the favorite 
sport it is in Europe, it has gained tremendous popularity 
here since World War II. Today, on almost any weekend 
in any part of the country, you can find some kind of rally, 
whether it’s a modest two-hour affair or the grueling, three- 
day Great American Mountain Rally. 

Many sports car clubs, however, find it difficult to present 
a schedule of unusual and interesting rallies. They are con- 
stantly on the alert for new twists to change the run-of-the- 
mill rally into an exciting test of driving skill — with a few 
tricks thrown in. 

If your club is looking for some new rally ideas, the 
following is a list of 10 new rallies your club can run. Some 
of them are simply variations on the standard rally, others 
are completely new. Before you begin to plan on running 
one, though, we'd like to offer a few tips. 

If your club hasn’t run many rallies, start with something 
simple and work up to more complicated affairs. The rallies 
in this article are listed in order of complexity; as your club 
members become more experienced, you can advance to the 
more complicated events. 

Planning and organization are the keys to successful 
rallies. Only a substantial amount of work, put in weeks 
and even months before the rally, will eliminate the con- 
fusion and complaints that will spoil your day and the 
entrants’ too. 

If you’re wise, you'll make it a rule to check the route a 
few hours before the rally (in the case of a shorter rally) or 
the day before (in the case of a longer rally). Many a 
washed-out bridge, closed road or detour has ruined an 
otherwise well-planned rally. 

Before you allow the entrants to drive away from the 
Starting line, there are several things that require attention: 

1) Make sure that every driver (and navigator, if there’s 
any chance he'll be driving) is carrying his driver's license. 
And if your state law requires the automobile registration 
to be in the car, see that it is before allowing the car to 
start. 

2) Check each car’s headlights, parking lights, directional 
signals, tail lights and stop lights. If they're not all in per- 
fect working order, the car should not be allowed to com- 
pete in the rally. 


3) It’s imperative that every driver clearly understand 
one fact: a rally is not a race, but a test of driving accuracy. 
In fact, it’s a good idea to state this clearly on the rally 
instruction sheet, and to warn all entrants to obey speed 
limits and motor vehicle laws and regulations under penalty 
of disqualification. Stating this on the instruction sheet not 
only helps curb over-zealous drivers but is also handy if 
some well-intentioned but unknowledgeable cop stops an 
entrant to find out what's going on. 

Now, if you’ve appointed your rally committee and 
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ordered the trophies, we'll start with the 10 rallies your 
club can run. 
THE QUICKIE RALLY 

This is a simple rally, one your club can run some Satur- 
day afternoon in just a couple of hours and with a mini- 
mum of effort. it involves just a few variations from the 
conventional rally and is especially good for beginners. 

From the starting point you select, map out a route that 

covers approximately 50 miles. Try to plan it so that it 
covers as many kinds of driving as your locality offers: some 
city trafic, some open highway, a few mountains, if they’re 
available, and possibly some backwoods area. 
* When you establish an average speed for the rally, make 
it the same for the entire rally. If possible, the average 
speed should be the lowest speed limit for any stretch of 
the rally; in other words, if 25 mph is the speed limit in a 
city and there are no posted speeds below that, 25 mph 
should be the average speed for the entire rally. 

You can run this rally without checkpoints. The system 
used to check whether entrants have covered the route 
successively is quite simple: at about 15 locations along the 
route, select landmarks and use them as the basis of a 
question. List the questions right in the rally instructions. 

For example: instruct the entrant to drive 4.3 miles (at 
25 mph) along Route Skiddoo, turn right at the Flying Red 
Horse and write down (on the instruction sheet) the name 
on the first mailbox on his right. If your rallyist is on the 
ball, he’ll drive 4.3 miles at 25 mph on Route #23, take a 
right turn at the Mobilgas station and write Farmer Jones’ 
name on the instruction sheet. 

To score the Quickie Rally, charge 1 point penalty for 
every mile over and 2 points for every mile under; | point 
for every minute late and 2 points for every minute early. 
And add 5 points as a penalty for every question unan- 
swered or answered incorrectly. 

ON-YOUR-HONOR RALLY 

Now that your club members have a taste of rallying, 
they're ready for something a bit tougher. And while they 
may be misled into thinking that they're really on their 
‘honor on this rally, they'll soon discover that it’s impossible 
to cheat even if they want to. 

When you lay out this rally, plan it for about 75 miles 
and increase the average speed to about 30 mph. Plan on 
five checkpoints, about 15 miles apart. Instead of having 
someone man each checkpoint, prepare five large sheets of 
cardboard, each with as many blank spaces as there are 
entrants. Get permission from four people along the route 
— either service stations, stores, private homes, or some 
other suitable location — to post the checksheet on their 
property. The fifth checksheet you can use at the finish line. 

The entrant, following instructions, has to drive at the 
given average speed for the given number of miles. As he 
approaches each checksheet, he has to unscramble a line in 
the instructions which, when unscrambled, tells him where 
the checksheet is located. When he finds it, he writes down 
his mileage and the time (this requires watch synchroniza- 








tion at the starting line). While the entrant may think he’s 
on his honor, if he gets any ideas about cheating he dis 
covers one simple fact: he doesn’t know what his time or 
mileage is supposed to be at each checkpoint, so he doesn't 
know how to falsify his time or mileage one way or the 
other! 

If you want to throw in a little twist to complicate the 
rally for your more experienced members, give each entrant 
two envelopes to open at checkpoints #2 and #4. Each 
should contain a map and a sheet of onionskin paper. On 
the paper should be a line showing the route the entrant 
is to follow. He places the paper over the map until the line 
corresponds with a series of roads on the map. He then 
follows these until he reaches the next checkpoint. 

When you score the On-Your-Honor Rally, score each 
of the five legs separately, totaling up the penalty points 
for each leg to get the final total for each entrant. This 
means that an entrant can get lost on the first leg but still 
if he’s careful, make a good showing on the last four legs 
and still be in the running for some prizes. 

SPECTRUM RALLY 
The first thing to do before planning to run this raily is 
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to make sure none of the drivers or navigators is color 
blind. If they are, they may as well give up before they 
start. 

To prepare for the Spectrum Rally, get about fifty or 
sixty pieces of wood, each about four inches square. Paint 
about 15 of the squares red, 15 green, 15 blue and 15 
yellow. 

When you’ve mapped out your rally route (and you can 
make it whatever distance is convenient), use the colored 
squares to indicate directions. For instance, when an entrant 
sees a red square tacked to a tree about 100 feet before an 
intersection, he turns right; a green square means a left 
turn; a yellow square means straight ahead, and a blue 
square means making a 180-degree turn and going back 
in the direction he came from. 

Sounds easy, you say? Fine. If it’s too easy for your club, 
just divide the rally into four legs — and change the color 
instructions for each leg! By the time the navigators hit 


. that last leg, they'll be so color-groggy they won’t remember 


what the average speed was supposed to be. 

A word of caution: when you post the colored squares, 
put them where they can be easily seen — and on the right 
side of the road so the navigator, not the driver, can watch 
for them. With an average speed and his mileage to watch, 
the driver will have enough to occupy his mind! 
TREASURE HUNT RALLY 

Almost everybody’s been on a treasure hunt. Maybe 
you've been on a treasure hunt rally. If you have, we guar- 
antee it wasn’t like this one. 

Before you start the rally, give all entrants advance notice 
that they must bring three items with them. Make these 
items as highly unusual as possible: an old shoe with a hole 
in the sole, a newspaper that’s three weeks and two days 
old, a burned out radio tube, etc. 

Start the entrants off as you would in a regular rally, 
with a given average speed. When they get to the first 



























































































checkpoint, they are told that before they will be allowed 
to start on the second leg, they must go out and find a mate 
to the first item. They must drive at least one mile from 
the checkpoint before they can begin looking for the item. 
They may have all the time they need, but they must bring 
the item back to the checkpoint before starting on the 
second leg. 

Repeat the procedure at the second and third check- 
points. When they arrive at the finish line, they should 
have two of each of the items they brought to the rally. At 
this point, when they think the toughest part is over, you 
throw them the curve. 

In order to finish the rally officially, they must then pro- 
ceed—this time on foot—to give away each of the six items. 
And they have to get a signed receipt from a different per- 
son for each item. The time it takes them to get rid of all 
six items is also charged against them and figured into the 
over-all rally results. 

IDIOT’S DELIGHT RALLY 

This is a rally calculated to delight any idiot — or to 

drive any rallyist to idiocy! 








Once again, set up your route as you would for a normal 
rally. Divide it into three relatively short legs, each with as 
many turns, confusing directions and backtracking as pos- 
sible. Locate the checkpoints at the end of each leg in a 
place where you have sufficient working room for some hi- 
jinks. 


When a driver has completed the first leg, he is required 
to remove all sparkplugs, carry them around the car, and 
replace them in his engine — while his navigator watches. 
He is timed to see how long it takes, and the time is 
recorded. Then his instruction sheet for the first leg is 
collected, and he is told to drive back to the’ starting line 
covering the same route but going in the opposite direction. 


When (and if) he makes it back to the starting point, 
he gets his instructions for the second leg. This time, when 
he completes the leg, he is told to jack up the car, remove 
one wheel, roll it around the car, put it back on and remove 
the jack. Once again he is timed for point penalties, and his 
instruction sheet collected. Once again he must backtrack 
over the same route he followed on the way out. 


The third leg follows the same procedure, only at the 
third checkpoint, the navigator (who so far has watched 
the driver change plugs and a wheel) must carry the driver 
piggy-back around the car. After all this, and after requir- 
ing each entrant to backtrack over the third leg using the 
same route, without an instruction sheet, you'd better have 
a healthy supply of straitjackets at the finish line! 
SCOREBOARD RALLY 

For this complicated rally each rallyist should be required 
to have a thorough knowledge of geometry, trigonometry 
and calculus — or many years of experience in counting on 
his fingers. 

Once again, divide your rally into three legs. After you 
have determined mileage and average speed, you'll have to 
do a little counting to set the rally up. You'll see, from the 
rally instructions, what must be counted beforehand. 

For the first leg of the raily, each driver and navigator 
must count every supermarket on the left side of the road 
and every florist shop on the right. For the second leg, they 
must count every gasoline station on the left and every 
church on the right. For the third leg (and now it really 
gets rough) , every mail box on the left and every fire plug 
on the right. 

If you really want to be nasty, run as much of the route 
as possible through cities. If you do, however, reduce the 
average speed substantially; if the speed is too high, the 
concentration on counting may introduce an element of 
danger. 

DO-IT-YOURSELF RALLY 

This requires some painstaking work on the part of the 
rally committee. You'll need two maps for every entrant, a 
sheet of cardboard for every entrant, some rubber cement, 
a dime and a lot of patience. 

This rally requires a route covering a wide circle, most of 
it in remote country that may not be easy to recognize on 


(Continued on page 57) 
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\A/ Rarest of the Maseratis, 
we 
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2 litre competition Maserati’s; few people do. But 

this potent machine will be the basis of Maserati’s 
new touring coupe—the company’s bid for the consumer 
market, and as such is well worth examining. 

Officially “slugged” as the model A6GS/2000, this rarest 
of “Masers” is in the tradition of the Italian school, and of 
the Maserati Brothers in particular. As light as a car can 
be and still retain phenomonal structural rigidity, this 
model comes up with the most startling performances ever 
gotten out of a dependable 2 litre engine. 

The overall appearance is lean and hungry with a good 
measure of starkness thrown in, accentuated by the “drop 
front” typical of the make. 

Opening the hood of this 2 litre bomb can only be 
termed as a beautiful emotional experience. The general 
appearance can be likened to the insides of a fine watch. 
Momo’s meticulous maintenance did contribute a great 
deal to the impressive appearance of this beautiful six 
cylinder in-line engine. The “Maser” powerplant has two 
overhead cams operating its overhead valves, and triple 
Weber carbs, chrome steel connecting rods and a nitro steel 


YY: may never get to own one of the spectacular 


(Continued on page 59) 
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Smoothly flowing front of the Maser 
is easily identified by the 
ominous “trident” of Maserati. 





Photographs by Dan Rubin 


Clean, low slung lines mark the 2,000M as a competition car in the Maserati tradition. 



































SPECIFICATIONS 
THE MASERATI A6GCS/2000 . 
ER ROT SR 2310 mm. Gear Box 
NES FED ii ehictlldiee a1. geben 1335 mm. 4 forward, one reverse gear 
ce Ht te aE REE rte serie» SC IIS 1220 mm. NS EEL LLL TD 0.452:1 
Minimum clearance above ground ...........-....-.-...--+ 150 mm. SE 0.715: 1 
Weight .... ae 1631 Ibs. ne 0.847:1 
Se eee te oa Six cylinders in line. Four cycle engine ee WOU COI 1:1 
Crankcase of aluminum alloy with wet em RI OWCT ON ce 0.284: 1 
liners. Removable cylinder head with EE LENT RD ce 235 
double overhead ca ft driven by Nt ences ceee a dpctster snes nanetecs Twin dry disc clutch 
tiple chains. Nitro steel crakshaft. Brakes 2 .......... Hydraulically operated four wheel brakes 
nickel steel connecting rods. Three Weber 3 with forced ventilation of front drums. 
carburetors, DCO type. Front Suspension —.......... Independent with circular springs. 
* Rear Suspension..Conventional leaf springs with torsion bar. 
he ee ee 72 mm. Electric Equipment....Lights and signalling devices in accord- 
Re I acs” RR Mies 76.5 mm. ance with the “International Code Sportive” 
Individual cylinder capacity ........... 330,9377 ce. ee EES TIES SRST Wire spoked, knock on 
Total cylinder capacity -ociueslitl 1985/6262 cc. REDS cS Se ae an ee 4.50 x 16 
Max: BHP with 90 octane gas ...........50 0000. 170 HP nS RUBIRERRE SSS RS GF 2A SERGE Sac eC ee ME 6.00 x 16 
Compression Ratio ..................-...-. pone 1:8.5 OO &_RARRRIPS SS" “Sr RUSE re Ra ity a oe at 125 litres 
Weber corbgrntem 5................- nadandincinage 3 I I i cia cial ete 5 nn sph teense tdeibabeay 20 litres 
eae? 2 REE as ene 80 to 90 octane gasoline 
Double ignition i 


Price ..................F-0.B. New York including taxes: $7,848.00 


' 
| 
| 
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Born on the elegant 
polo fields of India, 
the chukka boot 


is fast finding its way 


to the highways 
of the world. 











































































































































































HAT are the 

basic require- 

ments for a 
sports car shoe? We 
think it’s a combination 
of comfort, protection 
and sufficient strength 
to give you good service 
after you have reached 
your destination... and 
have to do some hard 
playing. 

The Chukka Boot 
really fills the bill. Its 
ankle-length height and 
light weight plus good 
tough construction 
makes it a comfort no 
matter how many hours 
you have to spend be- 
hind the wheel and the 
extra bit of top will keep 
water from sloshing in 
during any emergency- 
in-the-rain tire change 
you might make. 

Supple and light, the 
Chukka is a shoe that 
you barely know you're 
wearing, but others can’t 
help noticing and 
admiring. 

You have a choice 
when choosing the 
Chukka, far more than 
most other styles offer. 
Five shades of suede in- 
clude smoke, cognac, 
grey, brown, or black 
are priced at $12.50 
from Herbert John. Ex- 
citing leathers in black 
and brown are priced at 
$15.95. 

At either price, in 
suede or leather, we feel 
it is an unusually good 
buy for motorists who 
appreciate comfort, style 
and quality. # 
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Newly modified and sporting many changes, 


Triumph gets a going over 


from headlight to tail bumper ina... 


VER drive a Le Mans finisher? Ever boot around 
E corners in a Tourist Trophy and Alpine Rally Team 

Prize winner? Or could your car take seventh in its 
class in the Mille Miglia? For a hot sports /racing car these 
achievements would be creditable, but when they are re- 
corded by a fully-trimmed sports car, mass-produced to a 
definite price, they appear startling indeed. 

The TR series of Triumph sports cars was born in the 
summer of 1952, when Sir John Black of Standard Motors 
paid a visit to the United States. He returned with a target 
for his associates: a fast yet cheap sports car for that specific 
market. They first came up with the 75 bhp, exposed-spare 
TRI, which was subsequently modified over a year of de- 
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test of the 





By KARL LUDVIGSEN 


velopment work and came on the market as the TR2. Early 
U.S. enthusiasm was slightly tempered by delayed deliv- 
eries, but the car caught on quickly, particularly on the 
West Coast. The factory took up competition work after 
private owners had scored some successes, carrying on their 
development work within this sphere. 

Knowing that some alterations would boost their chances 
in the American market, Standard introduced the Triumph 
TR3 at the 1955 London Motor Show, to supplement the 
TR2 in their range. External changes include a new “sur- 
face” grille, mounted over the old one, and stainless steel 
fender beading. A back seat for the children is now also 
available, as is an overdrive that operates on the top three 























New grille, features a flush 
front of rugged vertical 
bars and smaller horizontal 
“stiffeners.” 


speeds of the four speed gearbox. Under the -hood, 114 inch 
S. U. carburetors have been replaced by the 134 inch size, and 
the power output has thereby been raised from 90 bhp to 
100 bhp, the revs also going from 4,800 to 5,000. Interior 
ventilation has been improved by means of a cowl vent and 
sliding panels in the side curtains, and a steel hardtop is 
also available. 

The Standard-Triumph Motor Company, Inc. accepted 
the risk of letting me try their first TR3, and I was able to 
get a pretty good impression of it over some 350 fast miles. 
First, I might mention that the TR3 retails for $100 more 
than the TR2, putting the basic price at $2599. “My” car 
had the hardtop, wire wheels, a heater, adjustable steering, 
the rear seat, and overdrive, which combined would put the 
F.O.B. port price of this car at $3180.80. The original TR2 
was built strictly to a price limit of $2500, but the deluxe 
('R3 actually steps into quite a different class. You must, of 
course, evaluate the various accessories according to your 
purposes, but I hope I can give you something to go on. 

Looking over the general body layout, the bolt-on fenders 
should greatly ease repairs, as will the broad hood opening. 
Engine accessibility is the best of the well-known sports cars, 
with all components very easy to reach. Only the steering 
box and the generator might be out of the way. The spare 
tire, jack, etc. have a housing of their own at the rear, leaving 
the wide and deep luggage compartment free. All these open- 
ings can be unlocked only with a special T-handled tool, 
while the trunk has an additional key lock. 

The doors are opened from the outside by sliding open 
the side window and pulling up on the cord-controlled latch, 
which works smoothly if kept well greased. A wide opening 


Jump seat is small but can hold extra luggage 
or a child for short trips. Seat available 
at additional cost. 








makes entry as easy as possible in such a compact car, and, 
once inside, I found more than ample room for six feet of 
height. Leg and foot room are truly outstanding, there being 
considerable width between the gearbox and the left wall. 
My left foot rested naturally on the dimmer switch, while 
the right could use a bit more support at the pad-type accel- 
erator. The seats themselves are better cushioned than the 
early cars, and provide firm and upright support. The backs 
are well contoured, but do not hold the hips laterally. 

Adjustable on this car, the 17 inch steering wheel is well 
positioned and does not conflict with the thighs. If you like 
the wheel at a distance, “Italian style,” get the non-adjustable 
model, for it is closest to the dash of all. Instrumentation is 
complete, impressive, and legible. All knobs are easy to 
handle, though the choke wouldn't always stay at the desired 
position. The overdrive switch protrudes several inches from 
the dash on the left, and moves up for direct and down for 
overdrive. This always seemed illogical to me. A key is neces- 
sary to open the roomy glove compartment, and draft-free 
door pockets will hold more incidentals. 

When the side curtains are out there is plenty of elbow 
room, but when they are replaced they restrict left arm 
action. The rear curtain holder is a particular elbow-knocker. 
I had the TR3 out in near-freezing weather, which provided 
a severe test of the weather sealing. Conclusion: It is not 
possible to recommend the optional hardtop as a substitute 
for a coupe. The car is subject to the same front and rear 
drafts encountered with the soft top, and in this particular 
car my passenger fared better than I. The heater and de- 
froster are as potent as any sports car can offer, but can’t 
quite hold their own at speed. 


TR3 dash has grouped instruments. 
Tachometer and speedometer are 
on left and engine instruments on right. 
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Eight individual bolts hold down the hardtop, which takes 
it out of the quick-detachable league, but in return elim- 
inates all rattles and greatly stiffens the car as a whole. An 
attractive interior flocking beautifies but does not soften the 
steel, and I must record three occasions on which I forgot 
to duck while negotiating bumps. Headroom is rather re- 
stricted in the optional rear seat, where legroom is non- 
existent if the front seats are at the rear of their long travel. 
Triumph sensibly admits that this seat is for small children 
only, and it would indeed be useful for that purpose. It is 
very well finished, and enhances the already well-trimmed 
interior. 

Having had a look around, let’s switch on and press the 
starter. Full choking will give a clean start from cold, and it 
is particularly desirable to warm up the TR3 before setting 
out. At any temperature below 160°F the engine is prone to 
cut out when accelerated from below 2000 rpm. It was not 
at all flexible until warm, and I tended to think of the 
difficulties of cold vaporization in the new larger carburetor 
venturis. 

Most of my tests were carried out with the engine at 140°F, 
which is too cold for best results. Even so, the TR3 does not 
drag its feet. The engine winds fast in a smooth and purpose- 
ful manner, reaching a useful peak of around 5400 rpm. The 
sharp exhaust note of the TR2’s has gone, but the car still 
belts away from a standing start with a real kick-in-the-back. 
The clutch on this demonstrator was smooth but not as sharp 
as it might have been when engaged hydraulically by its 
suspended pedal. 

The gearbox is a delight to handle, through its central 
stubby, short-throw lever. The synchromesh is just about 
right, and can be overridden by a fast change. One must lift 
the lever to go into reverse, but this latch can be beaten by 
a vigorous move from second to third. The rubber knob is 
comfortable, but to me has a non-mechanical feel. 





I was most interested in trying out the Laycock-de Norman- 
ville overdrive, which turned out to be a highly useful unit. 
It shifts virtually instantaneously at a flick of the dash switch, 
and actually makes its smoothest upshifts under full power, 
without a trace of slip. A very useful selection of gears is pro- 
vided, and only third overdrive and direct fourth are at all 
alike. A couple of times this unit shifted itself to direct, but 
since it later provided overdrive again I tend to blame a con- 
nection somewhere. This automatic control can be used 
either to get the most out of the car, or to take it easy in town 
driving. Whatever you like, it complements the gearbox very 
well. The whole drive train and engine combination, in fact, 
is very good, though the rear axle tends to wind up a bit 
from a standing start. 

In a car that moves up to the eighties and nineties with 
such ease, brakes are obviously very important. The TR3 
always stopped quickly and in a straight line, without a trace 
of harshness. I never made them fade in much hard driving, 
in this wire-wheeled model. 

Rallies demand much of the handling and agility of a 
sports car, and the Triumph has long been tops in that field. 
The steering itself is reasonably fast, at 214 turns lock to lock, 
and includes but an inch or so of free play at the rim. Freed 
from the shaking that plagued earlier cars, the steering now 
has a strong self-centering action. When the TR3 is being 
cornered fast it assumes and holds an initial roll angle, which 
affects the driver much more than the car’s handling. 

The Triumph exhibits strong understeer, which means 
that the faster you take a given bend (say left), the farther 
left you must turn the wheel to hold the same line. I tried 
it first with the touring tire pressures of 25 rear and 22 front, 
and then added five pounds to each. The lower pressures 
definitely aggravated the understeer. During these maneu- 
vers the rear end moves gradually out in an entirely pre- 
dictable and controllable manner. The rear shocks have al- 


(Continued on page 56) 


Hardtop is firmly attached and 
adds to both rigidity and comfort 
of the new TR3. 
































TRIUMPH TR3 











SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 
Cylinders 
Bore & Stroke ................ “83 mm x 92 mm (3.27 in. <3 in) 
Displacement : 1991 ce (121.5 cu. in.) 
Compression ratio ......... 8.5:1 


Max. Horsepower 100 bhp @ 5000 rpm 

























































































Max. Torque B 118 Ib. in. @ 3000 rpm 
Rat.. Dimeee,D. -..:.....00...-- 145 psi 
CHASSIS 
i, SRR EE. St RRR Ee cae re me 88 in. 
Wee OE ee gle 45 in. 
SRR CS ESS SER ns ea bae a 5 > 
weight ...... 1 
Tex rae od Sa ee 2500 Ibs. 
Turns lock to lock ilainiilinick Sesiscaikamaede<3 25 
Turning circle ses $4 ft. 
tios Overall Overdrive 

4th 3.7 3.03 

$rd_. 49 4.02 

2nd 74 6.07 

Ist. 12.5 

Rev. 15.8 
Tive Mt eee... 5.50 x 15 
Brake lining area .................. 175 sq. in. 
Fuel capacity .. 14.41 gal. 

TRIUMPH TR3 
PERFORMANCE 
TEST CONDITIONS 
40° F, no wind, dry concrete surface at sea level. . 
' SPEEDS IN GEARS true (car) mph 

Ist c 30 (31 
2nd 53 
2nd OD > 
Se) ee ene: Seamer eepmee i) @ Sm 
4th ..... “1 105) £790 rpm 
Best run 
4th OD ........ 100 (104) @ $800 rpm 
ACCELERATION Gears Used 
0-30 3.8 sec. Ist 
0-60 114 sec Ist, 2nd, 2nd OD 
0-80 << = Ist, 2nd, 3rd 
50-70 sec 3rd 
Standing 14 mile ....17.8 sec Ist, 2nd, 3rd 
Speed at end of quarter pooner? 4 mph 





















Photographs by Don Typond 






























Engine layout is neat and 
accessible. Ten more horsepower 
has been added for a bit more 


“go”. 


Tire is stored in a compartment 
below the trunk. Tail light illuminates 
area for tire changes at night. 
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Carb Body 





Float Chamber Lid 


Photographs by Dan Rubin 


F YOU own a British car, then chances are it has 
an engine equipped with an S.U. carburetor. In fact, 

so universal is the S.U. that virtually every car in 

the medium priced class takes advantage of its low cost 
and amazing efficiency. Its success is due largely to an 
almost foolproof design and relatively simple maintenance. 
When you first look under the hood of your car, the 
carbs might look complex and somewhat forbidding, but 
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Return Spring 








Starting Carb 


Piston and Jet Needle 


Suction Chamber 





Solenoid 


Oil Damper Plunger 





Piston Return Spring 





with the proper procedure, servicing can be simple. 
Follow the step by step instructions on the following 
pages being careful to take a few simple precautions. 
Never force any parts. Everything should be a smooth 
fit, if force is necessary, then something is wrong. Locate 
and alleviate the trouble before proceeding. Use the 
proper tools — trying to make electrical pliers do the job 
of a box wrench will result in worn edges on hex nuts 











and generally scarred up parts as well as skinned knuckles. 

Remember that for the best general performance the 
jets supplied by the manufacturers are most efficient. 
Substitute other jets only when you have a specific reason, 
and then only after you've checked your service manual 
and gotten precise recommendations. 

Don’t try to make parts do twice the mileage for which 
they were designed; replace anything that is worn, or 


carburetor 


looks like it’s about to give up. This can save you 


a 
good towing and repair charge on the road. 


Always remember that your S.U. carburetor is a delicate 


instrument and must be carefully handled during dis- 
assembly, cleaning and final assembly. 


With painstaking care you can have a trouble free 
carb system and the satisfaction of a job well done. 
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Removing the S.U. carburetor requires 
all gas lines and body bolts be removed. 
Use an open end wrench of the proper 
Whitworth size. Be careful not to force 
any parts or burr nut heads or threads. 





Sa 


He 


Immerse entire carburetor body in carb 
solvent solution. An old toothbrush is 
excellent for general cleaning purposes. 
Be sure to get into the crevices so that 
every last trace of deposit is removed. 





Test action of piston by inverting pis- 
ton and checking rate of fall. Piston 
should fall slowly and smoothly without 
any binding at all. If it falls too fast or 
jams, check for out-of-round or reclean. 








Gas line to carburetors is easily dis- 
assembled by removing large hex nut 


above the “T” joint leading to the 
float chamber. Place all parts in a box 
to avoid loss or damage. Put box away. 


7 ' 


Piston, needle jet, and dashpot assembly 
looks like this when removed from carb 
body, properly cleaned and re- 
assembled. Use utmost care when hana- 
ling the jet needle, it’s quite delicate. 





Jet adjusting screws are protected by a 
cap that must be removed before the 
carbs can be set. A box wrench may be 
used for this operation to get a more 
positive grip on the base of the caps. 


Body of carb is bolted to the engine at 
six points. Remove these nuts, taking 
care not to strip threads. Oil and clean 
these threads before reassembly to pre- 
vent freezing and possible damages. 





Float chamber consists of body casting, 
float, head, and strainer. Completely 
strip every part, cleaning each one 
carefully. Inspect for damage, replace 
worn parts and reassemble as pictured. 





After cap is removed screwdriver may 
be used for settings. Set both carbs at 
the same time, making adjustments in 
small increments. Special device such 
as an airsyn might prove very helpful. 




















Air cleaners must be removed and 
then throttle linkage, as shown in the 
above photograph. Use a number of 
paper cups marked according to as- 
sembly to avoid confusing similar parts. 


Check float lever by inserting a short 
dowel under the forked prong. Dowel 
should measure 14 inch in diameter or 
about -12.7mm. Bend lever until dowel 
fits perfectly. Do not bend prongs. 





cleaning and inspection. Make this 
a separate operation to prevent loss 
of smaller parts. Every component 
must then be meticulously cleaned. 





Solenoid assembly can be detached from 
the rest of the carburetor for servicing. 
Carb should be removed from engine 
before any sort of work on this unit is 
attempted. Use great care in removing. 





Stripped carburetor body looks like this 
when disassembled. Inspect carefully 
for cracks or badly worn out-of-round 
areas. Get a complete new carburetor 
if casting is damaged. See shop manual. 





Light engine oil should be used to fill 
the dashpot. Unscrew top filler cap and 
fill to proper level. Check dashpot oil 
often and carefully. In some cars filling 
will have to be repeated once a week. 


Carburetor solenoid looks like this 
when completely disassembled. Clean 
all parts thoroughly, taking special 
pains with terminal of the electrical 
contact points to attain the best contact. 





Toothbrush again comes in handy for 
cleaning grooves in piston. Piston must 
be spotless to work freely and smoothly. 
Repeat: take care not to damage the 
jet needle when handling this unit. 





Tighten down hex nuts on dashpot 
with a six inch wrench. Using a larger 
wrench will result in too much torque, 
possibly stripping threads. If this 
happens you will have to replace it 
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a three year guarantee” is the 

ironic wording on the sign be. 
hind the rolling car of Knut Strandberg. 
Strandberg lost control of his 500cc 
Effyh when it suffered a mild collision 
with another car, and he rolled, . . . and z 
rolled, . . . and rolled, coming to a stop, a ag 
upside down but uninjured. Though 


everyone, including Strandberg, wants ° 
500cc racing at Copenhagen to continue 
to be unpredictable and exciting, we're 
sure that Mr. Strandberg is thankful for 


the three year guarantee, and the steel 


roll bar on his Effyh. Black Star’s Olaf 
Kjelstrup was the lucky photographer. # 


SS etree year helmets have 





Entering a turn in an early 
lap the two cars touch (left) 
and Strandberg goes out of 
control. Roll bar protects 
him (above) as his car comes 
quickly to a brutal stop with 
Strandberg safe. (right) 
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Born of the 
detuned Spyder 
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near eee 


engine comes... 


Dr. Porsche’s 


phenomenal 

















hl 

Hh | 
¢ HI NEW model was recently unveiled at the Porsche | 
L A stables in Stuttgart, Germany which claims a direct 
) ii} lineage to the famed 550 Spyder (victorious at the 

hae Carerra Panamericana in 1952, 1953 and in 1954). The 

ye | 


touring model Carerra is believed the only stock car fitted 
with a four-overhead camshaft valve agitation system. 

Actually, the Carerra engine is a de-tuned version of the 
Spyder. The 550’s compression has been lowered from 9.5:1 
to 8.7:1 in the touring version, output thereby drops from 
110 HP at 6,200 rpm to 100 HP at the same crankshaft speed. 

Porsche plans to build enough of these cars to make them : 
eligible for the international Grand Tourisme class (i.e. stock 
cars with more than 39.5 HP per liter of piston displace- 
ment). With a top speed of more than 200 kilometers per 
hour (124 mph) , Porsche’s Carerra model is believed to rank 
among the world’s fastest sports cars in its class. 

The Carerra is a combination of the 100 HP engine with 
either frame and body unit of the 356 series, the convertible, 
and the Speedster (roadster). The only changes made in 
the 356 bodies are a wide-view rear window with “Panorama” 
vision, a drop in the frame’s floor by 13.6 inches, and an 
entirely new dash board. 

The chassis had to undergo several changes. The wheels 
are now 15 inch types, the former 16 inch types being 
abandoned in all lines. 
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Leistung (PS 


Drehmoment (mkg 


os 


mittlerer Verbrauch (gr/PSh 


Best cruising range for 

the Carrera (80 mph) is at 
about 4300 rpm while optimum 
torque and engine breathing 
occurs at 5,000 rpm, as shown 
in the above chart. 


Suspension has been smoothed out considerably. (“We 
fight the idea that a good riding sports car has to feature 
stiff suspension . . .” Porsche announced.) 


Reduction in noises has been obtained by new rubber 
cushioning of the engine, padding of the engine compart- 
ment, and undersealing of the platform-type frame. A new 
stabilizer has been mounted; the rear shock absorber system 
(the vertical telescopic units with progressive action in- 
creased by rubber stops) has been changed. The steering 
gear and the front axle’s geometric outlay has been improved. 
There is a new track-rod with strengthened joints. A hy- 
draulic shock absorber has been inserted in the steering 
mechanism. 


The last of the changes for 1956 also concern engines: 
Since the F.I.A. of Paris has decided that the former “up to 
1,500cc” sports car category be enlarged to 1,600cc, Porsche 
had to follow suit. As a result, the former 1,500cc type 
“LADY” (because of this engine’s smooth operation, as 
Porsche claims) of 55 HP output was upped to 60 HP, 
giving the car a top speed of exactly 100 mph, (160 kph). 
The former 1,500cc-Super model, yielding 70 HP, can now 
turn out 75 HP at 5,000 rpm, sufficient to push the three 
body models (of the 356 line) to a top speed of 109.4 mph. 


Poa 
a 





1956 Carrera can be recognized by two 
air ducts mounted under the headlights. 


Porsche’s line now offers 16 models. 





Carrera engine features four overhead 


camshafts and four Solex carburetors. 
Tops 





peed is in the 125 m 





ph class. 
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About Sports Cars 


UTTING a watch on the cornering of all the 300 

SL entries at Hagerstown, we were interested to 

observe that Ed Hugus of Pittsburgh was consistently 
the fastest man through. The ‘Merks’ of O’Shea and Bentley 
were far quicker out of the corners, the former’s being the 
fastest of all. There must be some special way to tune those 
cars because there most certainly is a vast difference in the 
way they go. 

Continuing in this vein — the way Charlie Wallace and 
Dick Thompson bring down those $8000 SL’s with their 
$3500 ‘MC’ Jaguars from time to time is just plain amusing. 
This unquestionably points up the superb techniques of 
the Washingtonians, but it also highlights the vast gulf 
between the factory 300SLR and the 300SL. It would be 
even more interesting if ‘Merks’ would sell the race car 
to private competitors so they might compete against sim- 
ilarly entered Jaguar D types. Our own guess is that they 
wouldn't do it, because without the advantage of the two 
best drivers in the world back to back and the additional 
advantage of superior preparation and organization that 
is always in evidence, (40 vehicles in the official Mercedes 
corps invaded Sicily for the Targa Floria) the Coventry 
Cars would beat their brains out. 

It is our feeling that with the sole exclusion of Phil 
Walters who is now reported to have retired, Walter 
Hansgen of Westfield, N. J., is now the best sports car 
racing driver in the country. Walt has been amongst the 
top five for several years now in our book, and his job 
at Hagerstown in a garden variety 100S Healey was just 
this side of brilliant. He lapped steadily between 1:46 and 
1:47 as compared to the time of the 3000S ‘Masers’ that 
were bracketed from Spear’s best — about 1:43.5 to 1:46! 
Pity, indeed, that this lad doesn’t have a Monza or a D-type 
to conduct. 


There seems little doubt now that the big job ahead for 


our sports car authorities is to draft, between now and 
spring, a new code for production competition. 

Why not appoint a team of three paid specialists to be 
on hand to pull the heads off, automatically — the three 
first place cars in every race. This wouldn't be prohibitive 
in cost, or impractical either, if organized correctly. Such 
a procedure would represent only a tiny portion of the 
average national race budget. If fuel sampling was taken 
automatically from each of the first three cars for later 
check, there just wouldn’t be any more monkey bvsiness. 
The protest rule would probably have to be retained at 
the regional level because race budgets and the time factor 
would hamper such a plan. Many persons in high places 
argue for the adoption of a so called “Sportsman’s Stock” 
theory. That is, anything that does not show is legal. 
Evjdently they lose sight of the fact that this answer, 
although admittedly simple, is an almost guaranteed ruina- 
tion of production racing because it cancels out the one 
thing which strictly enforced unmodified production racing 
guarantees for the little guy: an even chance. 
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by Dove Aah 


Every now and then when a bunch of drivers collect to 
talk about sports car racing and its future the question of 
professionalism nearly always comes up. Invariably the 
majority of these drivers oppose professional manipulation 
of their sport but are almost all equally well aware that 
somewhere, somehow, a start needs to be made toward 
paying starting monies and basic expenses like tires, and 
the cost of an occasional overhaul. There are those who 
feel that any compromise on this point will mean doom 
for the sport as we know it. Of course they may be right, 
but one is forced to the conclusion that certain basic 
issues are being confused. Professionalism, as such, in this 
country brings to mind carnivals, fair grounds, stock cars, 
jalopy racing, midgets, sprint cars, and ovals. Big or little, 
dirt or paved — the oval racing arena is the place where 
American racing has been humbled from an art to be 
admired to a combatorial circus with little to offer but the 
ever present shadow of spectacular brutality. 


The average sports car racing driver and car owner is 
so completely disinterested in this kind of venue (although 
it does exist here and there in a small way) that it repre- 
sents no hazard. No one truly in love with road racing has 
more than an academic interest in the “chase your tail 
thing.” This is without any prejudice whatever to those 
who are engaged in circuit racing. That is their piece of 
cheese and they are welcome. 

We do, however, see the occasional race organized with 
professional purpose, in which our drivers have competed 
without ever taking prize monies of any kind, but to which 
certain travel is provided free, hotel accommodations are 
absorbed by the promoters, etc. These events, organized 
properly, officially sanctioned ad well planned over good 
circuits, have proved more than highly satisfactory. These 
races may thrive, as they give promise of doing, and may 
make money, when that happens they will no doubt offer 
to pay money. 

Those that are against prize money may be correct, but 
doesn’t it seem wise for such events to remunerate drivers 
for accommodation, transportation, or tire expenses. Let's 
give fixed starting money without special purses for finish- 
ing positions. 

All over the continent and in England the amateur and 
professional sides of the sport live together without diffi- 
culty. There is little difference between them, and often 
one does not know a competitors’ status in events that are 
not of headline rank. It would seem wise for the powers 
that be to consider now that they will have to cross this 
bridge one day and it might not be too far away. They 
would be well-advised to make a reasonable effort at 
adjustments while they have the power and position to do 
so. Ultimately, some properly organized venue will offer 
some big league prize money and if nothing has been 
done beforehand, the soup really will have to hit the 
electric fan. oa 
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MIKE HAWTHORN, known in England as the 
"Farnham Flyer,'' won the '55 Le Mans in a 
Jaguer at 107 mph and this year's Sebring event 
with Phil Walters in a Cunningham.. | 
A natural talent, Mike grows in international 
stature with every race. One of the finest of 
English drivers still racing a car of his own 
nationality, Hawthorn in the Vanwall constantly 
overcomes mechanical difficuities 
to push this marque to its finest achievements. 


Photographs by Dan Rubin 
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N a freezing, bleak day, with snow falling in the 

north, The Great American Rallye began from a 

garage in uptown New York City. Cars of all kinds 
(Nashs, MGs, Volkswagens, Porsches) piloted by people 
of all kinds (a 70 year old grandmother, married couples, 
race drivers) drove away from the barrier towards a gruel- 
ling course of 1200 miles. 

For twenty-three hours the cars rolled, (and slid) through 
mud and rough byways. Rigid requirements such as steel 
cable, flares, first aid kits, flash lights and fire extinguishers 
were not gimmicks to make the rally more fun (as in a 
treasure hunt rally), but rather were realistic precautions 
which many rallyists found a god-send when the chips 
were down. 

Team entries of clubs and “factories” made the event 
an interesting competition. The VW auto club’s group fin- 
ished the highest of the clubs. The hill climb in the 
middle of the rally was another point of VW success. 
Two of the four cars which made the climb within their 
allotted time were VWs. 

Called the toughest rally in America, this event runs 
through three states: New York, New Jersey, Vermont, 
and almost touches Canada, covering the roughest roads 
of all areas. Dozens of rallyists must have cursed violently, 
and sworn never to enter again while traveling through 
thé snow covered Adirondacks or iced Vermont by-ways. 
But come next year, they'll be at it again, proving them- 
selves and their cars in this greatest of American rally 
events. # 


At the finish in Poughkeepsie 
officials penalize a Porsche 
for a poorly executed stop. 








Finishers must “‘sweat out” final 
result from the F.I.A. office 

in Paris, even though no protest to 
provisional results have 

been registered. 





Road signs make it easy in Manhattan, 
but later, on the muddy side roads, 
navigators had to use wit, as well 

as their sense of direction. 
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Seventy years old 
and still going strong 

. strong enough to come in 
within the top half of 30 finishers. 








While an MG finds need for 
shovel and tow rope, a 

Jaguar storms up a snow filled 
Vermont hill. 
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UT IN THE mid-pacific, road racing is booming. Set 
in the middle of pineapple farms and volcanos, an 
abandoned airfield course was the site of the 

Hawaii Associated Sports Car Clubs’ recent, exciting event. 

Reverse camber, deceptive width and a gravel shoulder 
made a hazard of the corner before the finish. Straights were 
shorter, and getting into top gear was a brutal effort for the 
larger machines. Three ninety degree turns, an interesting S, 
and one cutback, shaped like a lazy hairpin spiced up the 
course. 

Applause greeted Ernest Garrett when, after spinning out 
from second position and allowing the full field to pass, he 
ran back in and ended up in second place, pushing Jack 
Shuttleworth’s blown Mark II MG. Peterson in a blown 
Morris Minor crowded the F cars, took first in class G. 
Dawrs and Malt in TDs traded the lead often. Earlier in 
the day Warren Dropman began a perfect afternoon when 
he won the novice race in an Austin Healey. Later he took 
First Overall and first in class D for three races over 1500cc. 

Fifteen miles was the course for the 3rd event. Dropman 
had this well in hand, leading Sherry Dowsett’s TR2 by 10 
lengths in the final lap. 

Dawrs fought hard in the fourth event in a modified MG 
TD for the entire nine laps. The highly promising black 
blown Mark II driven by Shuttleworth was forced to take 
a field position because of a slow leak in a rear tire. Malt 
and Garrett screamed into the chicane at turn 3 headlight 
to headlight in the last lap, and Malt, on the inside, stayed 
hard by the can markers and forced the challenger into the 
escape road. This action clinched second place for Malt. 

Dropman won again in the fifth race, with Eric Seiber 
“getting a tow’ for second through several of the turns. 
Seiber, a serious driver of about 38 summers, showed much 
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Dressed in colorful Hawaiian 

casuals, officials prepare results. 
COOK'S MONUMENT 

KEALAKEKUA GAY 

HONAUNAU 
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improvement in his red Austin Healey over the June event 
and is well on the way to becoming a threat to the Islands’ 
top drivers in the 2-litre-and-up classes. 

Gordon Hill, dogged by hard luck in the second race when 
he popped an axle at the starting line, spent the noon hour 
installing one he hurriedly borrowed from a non-competing 
friend. On the grid in last position in a field of five 
class F, including modified cars, Hill wound his hundred- 
thousandths over-bored TD to a brilliant win in the 21 lap 
semi-main. The white, bicycle-fendered #2 streaked past the 
other cars in the first lap, took the lead and then backed 
off, staying a comfortable quarter of a lap ahead for the 
remainder of the race. 

The main event included the one Class F entry of Hill 
and was loaded with hot and heavy driving. In the first three 
laps the field had actually separated into two distinct halves. 
The six cars driven by Dropman, Dowsett, Adams, Rube 
Ceriacks, Watanabe and Mrs. Richert moved a half a lap 
ahead of the machines driven by L. Grant, Tony Ceresale, 


Practice damage shows as 
cars roar away from start 


in major event. 





































Pete Wimberly, Vail, Seiber, Hill and Glenn Clark, and the 
field moved in those groupings throughout the event. It was 
much like watching two races being run concurrently, with 
the exception that no individual left or passed other than 
those in his own group. 

Hill was doing remarkably well against several of the Class 
D and E cars. Walter Vail, in the first or leading grouping, 
left the event suddenly and accidently when he broad-slid 
into a tree in the 15th lap with his TR2. These were the only 
two “boo-boos” of the event due to mistaken judgment. 

The exciting day was just one more proof of the growing 
enthusiasm on Oahu. And next year, who knows, maybe 
there’s an international event among the possibilities. # 





At driver’s briefing, Regional Exec, 
di Tullio, chews out drivers on 
strict safety rules for new course. 
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F you're a city-living foreign car owner who occasionally 
| takes his cardowntown for a spin, your car and bank 

account are in danger. It probably won’t come as any 
news to the veteran city driver that the danger is the low, 
inadequate protection which most European car manu- 
facturers seern to favor for bumper protection. 


Unfortunately, when the first European sports cars 
reached the American market after World War II, they 
arrived bumperless and naive. Original MG TC owners still 
talk of the headaches produced attempting to dope out 
some measure of protection on, the early models. When the 
foreign car manufacturers did realize that something was 
needed to protect the beautiful fronts and stylized rears, 
they went back to the classic idea of a bumper — a springy 
metal strip held before and behind the body by metal struts. 


Overriders were then added to the bumpers by European 
manufacturers. These however, have not proved capable of 
standing the strain of even a mild brush with another 
vehicle’s bumper. Because the bumper itself is too low, the 
only part of the European overrider to make contact with 
the American car is the very tip of it. The leverage pro- 
duced unseats the overrider easily. 

One particular overrider found on many English cars is 
composed of two metal plates, an ornamental front plate 
and a rear plate which is joined through the bumper by.a 
bolt. When this overrider makes contact with another car 
bumper, the entire strength of the impact is born on four 
spot welds holding the two plates together. Naturally they 
are pried apart and the owner has the unhappy task of 
taking the car to a body shop where the overrider can be 
replaced for around $12.50 or repaired with more spot 
welds. 

Some manufacturers have taken the situation in hand and 
done something. The new Jaguar XK-140 bumpers may 
not have the grace of metal strips on the XK-120, but they 
certainly give protection. Perhaps other car manufacturers 
will follow suit and offer a light, delicate bumper for those 
who drive their cars in the open spaces, and a heavier, 
more practical bumper for them that need it. In the mean- 
time, you'll still need something to protect your front in 
rear. 

First take a good look at the front and rear of your car. 
How far towards spoiling its appearance are you willing to 
go for protection? Make no mistake. The car manufacturer 
chose the ineffectual bumpers originally on your car be- 
cause they showed the car off to best advantage. Remember, 
your European car was originally designed without bumpers. 
The bumpers do not form an integral part of the design. 
And anything that is not an integral part of the design will 
certainly not add to its beauty. If you plan to lift your 
entire bumper to a higher position or replace it with a 
more substantial one, try to fix in mind just what the 


change will do to your car’s physical personality. Can your 
car stand a higher bumper? With some, raising bumpers 
may interfere with engine or luggage compartments. Some- 
times bringing the bumper forward, away from the body, 
can remedy the situation. 

Also don’t forget that it’s not just a question of deciding 
to raise your bumper and then doing it. What supports the 
bumper to the chassis once you raise it? The support with 
the most strength would be straight steel rods fastened to 
the chassis through the body. Obviously few sports car 
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owners are going to stand for two holes drilled in their 
front and rear fender wells tor bumper supports. The 
alternative method is to fasten the bumper supports to the 
underside of the chassis and shape these supports in the 
form of a right angle. 

Once you’ve found your two support spots, trundle your 
car into a machine shop. (You can take it to a body shop, 
but it will cost you more money.) Explain to a machinist 
that you want two supports that will fasten to the chassis 
at one end of the right angle and fasten to the bumper at 
the other. Better give him the exact measurements for final 
bumper height. 

Oh yes, the bumper. If your car and eye can stand it, 
nothing works as well as an old, pre-war flexible steel 
bumper, easily obtainable from a car junk yard. They don’t 
look beautiful, but they do cushion bumps and resist dents 
more than any post-war bumper ever did. 

Now let’s talk overriders. Many of the new European 
cars have elaborate overriders available at extra cost. These 
are often complete horizontal overrider bars extending the 
entire length of the original bumper. Volkswagen seems 
to have a particularly desirable system. If there is one for 
your car, by all means get it. For most of us, however, the 
MG, Austin-Healey, Morris, Triumph owners, there just 
isn’t anything short of custom-made overriders. So we'll 
have to use our heads a bit. 

First, get rid of your European overriders. They will give 
you nothing but trouble. Whether you rehang your bumpers 
higher or decide to go along with your old bumper in its 
old position, buy some American overriders. Most auto parts 
stores stock plain chrome and steel overriders in three types, 
chromed steel bars that clamp onto your bumpers, chrome 
steel bars with bolts which fasten through your bumpers, 
and dual overriders with a heavy horizontal bar between 
them which fasten with bolts or clamps. The American over- 
riders are generally less than half as expensive as the Euro- 
pean. Almost all are heavier and better made, but don’t buy 
the clamp-on overriders. When these suffer collision, they 
just twist around your bumper. Instead, get the overriders 
with the bolts through them. 

All these overriders, unfortunately have cut out contours 
to match particular American bumpers. A machine shop, 
however, can recut these to your European or what-have- 
you bumper contours. As a final touch, a horizontal metal 
bar fastened between the two overriders — any old steel bar 
will do — gives an added bit of insurance. To fasten it, 
have opposing holes cut in the side of the overriders, thread 
the bar at both ends, poke the ends through the two holes 
in the overriders and tighten with nuts. The machine shop 
again can do the threading. If you're the fussy type, you can 
have your overrider-cum-horizontal-bar chrome plated. I’ve 
found that chrome paint (again available at all auto supply 
stores) does nicely for the horizontal bar (which in my 
Austin-Healey’s case in a breakerod) . I’m always returning 
to the parked Healey from a shopping jaunt to find the 
car in front of me gone and a nick in the horizontal bar. 

As I take out the small bottle of chrome paint to touch 
up the little nick, I think just how much that nick would 
have cost me if it had happened on my now protected grill. 
The grill of an Austin-Healey is considered fairly cheap — 
only about $50, not counting installation labor. 

But any way you figure it, a bit of ingenuity, foresight 
and a can of chrome paint is even cheaper. # 
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(Continued from page 23 ) 


for them is evident in his later designs. 

As is the case with many owners and drivets of the 
smaller cars, the Lotus ofganization tired of the 750 cc 
competition and began to look for more power and speed. 
The first step in this direction was with a much tuned 
version of the Ford Consul engine. By using as many 
standard Ford components as possible, Colin managed to 
come up with a do-it-yourself kit which enabled buyers to 
save money, and (a la Jaguar) produced much private 
experimentation with Lotus components. For the Mark VI 
he evolved Lotus’ first tubular space frame, which enjoyed 
tremendous success, not only with the hot-rodded Consul 
engine, but also with MG engines mounted by private 
owners. So successful was the Mark VI that the plant still 
turns them out at the rate of one a week for eager buyers. 
The Mark VIII appeared with the now familiar twin-tailed 
aerodynamic bodywork, and a de Dion rear suspension. 
Today the Mark IX version disputes 1,100cc, 1,500cc, and 
2,000cc sports car classes with a variety of power units. It 
is generally conceded however that the 1,100cc Coventry 
Climax engine as used by the factory at Le Mans and the 
Nine Hours of Goodwood, is the most startling. Without 
exceeding 7,000 rpm the four-cylinder single overhead 
camshaft engine produced (Le Mans) 49 mph in first, 77 
mph in second, 104 mph in third, and 130 mph in fourth 
gear! With (less clutch) a weight of 208 pounds and 78 
bhp at 6,200 rpm, it produces 2.66 lb/bhp — this from a 
production engine! 

Based on competition proven construction, the space 
type frame of the Mark IX is constructed from round and 
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ways been a Triumph weakness, but the TR3 seems some- 
what better in this department. The car holds position well 
in a bumpy bend, and if anything breaks loose it will be the 
back end, with which most drivers can cope. These char- 
acteristics combine to make the TR3 a safe and satisfying 
car in the hands of both the novice and the expert. Its han- 
dling is nearly foolproof, in addition to being pleasantly 
fast. 

The ride in general is quite good. The short wheelbase and 
shock settings produce a certain amount of pitching over big 
bumps, but smaller irregularities are nicely absorbed. On the 
whole, the suspension represents a fair balance between ride 
and roadholding. The abovementioned change in tire pres- 
sures will tip the scales either way, at your discretion. 

Night driving finds the headlights sufficiently bright, but 
adjusted a little low on this car. Instrument lighting is very 
thorough, and a rheostat adjustment would be a welcome 
fitting. Driving vision with the hardtop is very good, both to 
the rear and forward over the broad, flat hood. 
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square-sectioned mild steel tubes, which vary in size and 
weight to the load stress produced. Hanging from the sky- 
light of the Lotus experimental section is a new space 
frame, which will someday be the basis of a Mark XI Lotus 
(the Mark X being the 2 liter version of the Mark IX). 

However, until his present model begins to “feel” the 
competition, Colin is staying with his‘ consumer market 
instead of bringing out drastic model changes. This is not 
to say that he is resting on his laurels however, his experi- 
mental designs are worked out on a drafting board at his 
home, and what is there will probably confound the com- 
petition for some years to come. The success of the Lotus 
is a testimony to Chapman’s engineering prowess, vivid 
imagination, capacity for hard work, and his fearless abifity 
in the cockpit. 


It is difficult to believe that this apple-cheeked young 
man could conceive and create such a going concern in 
just a little over three years, but that is a matter of record. 
With a total of 35 employees, counting the workmen in 
the body shop of Williams & Pritchard (across the street 
from the factory), the Lotus plant has produced two 
hundred cars in three years. The present production sched- 
ule calls for the manufacture of one Mark VI, and two 
Mark IX sports cars a week. 


Probably the greatest asset to any corporation is co- 
operation between department heads. Thus, Colin Chap- 
man as co-ordinating director, designer, test and racing 
driver is the greatest advantage of Lotus, the fast-growing 
“Tom Thumb” of England’s automotive plants. = 


I had hoped for higl.er top speed figures, but adverse con- 
ditions and the low mileage of the test car prevented the 
attainment of the factory-claimed 110 mph maximum. All 
tests were run with two people aboard, and the recorded 
figures are thus the more remarkable. Similarly, consistent 
hard driving during the test prevented the establishment of 
a representative gas mileage figure, but I can practically guar- 
antee that no TR3 owner will ever drive any less than 21 
miles on a gallon of fuel. Overdrive top gear was a real 
luxury, since in that ratio the engine was turning over only 
3,800 rpm when flat out at 100 mph. 

The Triumph TR sports cars aré designed to provide a 
maximum of performance at minimum cost, and this has 
been accomplished in an exhilarating manner. The TR3 
represents the present peak of refinement of this type, and 
has much more to offer than the early cars. Several discordant 
elements remain, but they are not likely to perturb the en- 
thusiastic driver, who will find that the TR3 will respond 
spiritedly to his every motoring whim. # 
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a map. When you've mapped out your route, pick about 10 
locations (preferably on the open road) where you plan 
to set up checkpoints. 

Locate those checkpoints on a map. When you've found 
them, mark the checkpoint with an X. Place the dime over 
the X, mark a circle with a pencil, and cut around the line. 
Do the same with each of the other nine checkpoints. 

Now you have 10 small discs of paper, each with an X 
showing the checkpoint. Mix them up and use the rubber 
cement to attach them to a piece of cardboard. 

When your entrants are lined up at the starting line, give 
each his sheet of cardboard and a map with the following 
instructions: he has 10 minutes (using the cardboard sheet 
with the discs) to locate each checkpoint on his map. He 
then must map out his own route from the starting point 
to each successive checkpoint — but his route must be the 
shortest between checkpoints! 

Naturally when you lay out the rally you'll locate some 
checkpoints in places that can be reached by any one of 
three or four alternate routes, and the navigator’s job is to 
pick the shortest route. The winner will be the car that 
comes in with the least mileage, and closest to the average 
speed. And for that navigator who mistakes checkpoint #4 
for an intersection in Lower Slobbovia, you can have a 
Boy Scout Compass ready for a booby prize. 
GIANT-KILLER RALLY 

By now, if your club has managed to survive the preced- 
ing rallies, they'll be ready for a real giant-killer . . . an 
all-night rally with a new twist. 

Naturally the toughest part of an all-night rally is setting 
it up. But when you've got your route all mapped out, you 
can start on the real job: marking it. 

To mark the route, we’re going to take advantage of 
that wonderful new invention, reflective tape. Use the re- 
flective tape to make arrows which indicate turns; tack them 
up to trees, telephone poles, sign posts — anywhere where 
you're sure oncoming headlights will make them easily 
visible. 

If you feel especially devilish, you can overlap sections of 
the route so that cars will be passing each other in opposite 
directions. And you might also change the average speed 
of the rally, cutting it dewn by gradations toward the end 
of the rally; this not only keeps the navigator on his toes, 
but also means that tiring drivers will not be required to 
maintain a higher speed. 

It’s'a good idea to set up several mandatory 20-minute 
stops at all-night diners where entrants can get some coffee 
and doughnuts. This also serves a dual purpose: it makes 
the rally more fun and also reduces fatigue. 

LANDMARK RALLY 

This rally is actually a combination of several previous 
rallies —-- but that doesn’t mean it'll be any easier. 

Before you start mapping out the route, make a list of 
landmarks — i.e., things that you're likely to find along the 
way. You might use some of the things you used in the 
Scoreboard Rally: supermarkets, florist shops, gasoline 
stations, churches, mail boxes, fire plugs, stop signs, fire 
boxes, used car lots, etc. 

Lay out your route so that every time you come to a gas 
station, a stop sign or a used car lot, you turn right; at a 
church, a fire box or a supermarket, you turn left; at a fire 


plug, mail box or florist shop, you go straight ahead. You 
can make a long list of landmarks for each change of direc- 
tion; by changing them for each leg, and by changing the 
average speed for each leg, you can guarantee plenty of 
confusion. 

It might be a good idea, if you don’t want your rallyists 
to get too lost, to provide them with a set of envelopes, one 
for each leg. On this kind of rally, once you get off the 
route it’s almost impossible to get back on it. If an entrant 
gets hopelessly lost on one leg, he opens the envelope for 
that leg and is told the location of the checkpoint at the 
end of that leg. This way, at least, he still has a chance 
on the rest of the rally. 

If you want to add another twist to make it even more 
interesting, paint a narrow white stripe on the ground in 
front of each checkpoint, and require the driver to stop his 
car with his wheels directly over the stripe. Penalize him 
for every inch he miscalculates, and count the penalty 
points in the over-all score. 

WORLD TRAVELER’S RALLY 

This rally is only for experts. It is only recommended if 
your club has managed to survive the previous nine rallies. 

To map out this rally, you need only two items: a current 
world Almanac (either 1954 or 1955), and a compass. Take 
both with you when laying out the route—you'll need them. 

Use information in the Almanac, specifically statistics 
that are not subject to change, in planning the route. When 
you are finished, you'll have something that looks like this 
on an instruction sheet: 

“From the starting line, travel in the direction you'd go 
if you were traveling from Holland to Germany. Travel the 
same number of miles that the Island of Gibraltar has 
square miles of area, and at an average speed equivalent to 
the length of Lake Minagua in Nicaragua. Then turn in 
the direction Albania is from Greece. Travel in that direc- 
tion for as many miles as there are countries bordering 
Switzerland. Your average speed should be the average 
width of Peru. Next, turn in the direction you'd go if you 
were going from Iraq to Turkey...” 

Sound complicated? Well it is, but after a few minutes 
with an Almanac it all becomes very simple. Let’s see what 
you'd do if you were driving: 

First, Germany is east of Holland, so you'd start off 
(guided by your compass) driving east. The Almanac tells 
us Gibraltar has two square miles of area, so you drive for 
two miles. Your average speed? The Almanac says Lake 
Minagua is 30 miles long, so your average speed is 30 mph. 

To go from Albania to Greece you'd go northwest, so 
that’s your next turn. There are three countries bordering 
Switzerland, so you travel for three miles. The average 
width of Peru is 30 miles, so your average speed remains at 
30 mph. And since Turkey is north of Iraq, your next turn 
is north. 

When mapping out the rally, you can find any statistic 
in the World Almanac to match any speed or distance 
along the route. And in the section on foreign countries, 
you can also find any direction you need. 

What you probably won’t be able to find, however, are 
any poor souls who try a shortcut from Timbuktu to Mada- 
gascar by way of Tibet! # 
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Get the New 1955 
Value-Packed Catalog NOW! 


Saves You 
up to 50% 


ON 


AUTOMOTIVE 
PARTS AND 
Accessories 





EVERYTHING FOR YOUR CAR, TRUCK, HOT ROD, CUSTOM 
CAR. WORLD’S LARGEST SELECTION — 50,000 ITEMS! 
It’s ready for you now . . . this giant ALL NEW 1955 J. C. Whitney Catalog of 
Auto Parts and Accessories! Here's the one and only complete buying guide for 
everything you need for your car, truck, custom-styled car or hot rod see the 
biggest, most complete selection of top quality parts, 
at rock-bottom money-saving prices! See the th 
for every make and model car. ‘ 
Do you need hard-to-find parts? We feature many new Hellywood accessories 
—now offered for the first time . . . high-speed parts to soup up your engine 
to top speed, faster accel i greater . You'll see pages of custom- 
styling equipment, to give your car that “expensive” look! 
Whitney Has “Hard-to-Find” Parts Rush Coupon for Your Tedey 
We buy in tremendous volume to get the Get your J. C. Whitney ! Mail 
lowest possible cost... and we pass our coupon TODAY, we a rush your copy fos 
savings on to you in our sensationally low Pevaitod We eu po fing ca 
prices! We stock 50,000 items—whatever your first order 5.00 or more; ¢ 
you need, Whitney has it! Fast shipment this bey will be FREE! Mail the 
and 100% satisfaction guaranteed. Coupons NOW! 


4. C. WHITNEY & CO., 1917 G3 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 


MAIL THIS COUPON JODAY! 


i J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 
i \ 1917G3 Archer Ave., Chicage 16, Hl. 
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couldn‘t | get this guarantee in English?” 


lab. notes 


Abstracts of Recent 
Technical Literature. 


RAPID WARM-UP DEVICE 
A new patent, registered by the Bayer- 
ische Motoren Werke (BMW) for a 
rapid warm-up device promises to cut 
to a minimum the warm-up time re- 
quired for any engine. 
Based on the principle of preheated 
oil being channelled through a heat ex- 
change unit, the invention is well suited 
to air cooled engines. 
When the engine is cold the oil is 
passed through a hot zone such as the 
cylinder head or cylinder wall and 
heated without any external heat 
source. 
A thermostat cuts out the heat chan- 
nel passage as soon as the oil reaches 
the desired temperature. 


RESILIENT COAXIAL 

SHAFT COUPLING 

A recent patent filed by the Dunlop 
Rubber Company provides for a co- 
axial shaft that has great torsional 
resiliency when compared to a bonded 
rubber unit. 

The new coupling is claimed to be 
able to handle large torsional deflec- 
tions and is made up of a rubber cylin- 
der slotted at each end to engage metal 
end member tongues. 

An outer metal casing has a suff- 
ciently large diameter to permit move- 
ment of the center core and the carry- 
ing of a silicone fluid lubricant. 





BI-METALLIC 
OIL CONTROL RING 
A new oil control piston ring made up 
of two different metals has been pat- 
ented by the Daimler-Benz Company. 
The two metals have different co- 
efficients of thermal expansion which 
can be chosen to meet a variety of 
operating conditions. The outer ring is 
made of spheroidal graphite, cast iron, 
or malleable iron while the inner ring 
may be constructed of aluminum or 
magnesium alloy. 
The two rings may be allowed to 
work separately or can be fused into an 
integral unit. 




















Maserati 


(Continued from page 33) 


crankshaft. Needless to say, material and workmanship are 
of the highest caliber with nothing spared to get this body 
to really move. 

A competition car of this type requires a skilled racing 
driver to handle it properly, so we, of course, called on 
James Crum, Service Manager of the Momo Corporation 
and noted racing driver of the nineteen thirties to do our 
testing. 

When Mr. Crum revved up the “Maser’s” 170 HP and 
snapped out the clutch, a feeling somewhat similar to 
having a rug jerked out from under your feet was ex- 
perienced. Consciously sensing a “back full of seat” the 
Maserati screamed to peak until it was snap shifted into 
second gear. Mr. Crum reported that the car really wanted 
to shift itself and all he had to do was let it. At speed (146 
mph) the Maserati stuck like glue, giving a feeling that it 
weighed about 10,000 Ibs. when handled on the straight, 
but was smooth and flexible on turns without the slightest 
tendency to break loose (this is somewhat due to Mr. 
Crum’s superb handling) on the turns. 

Seating is excellent. The bucket design firmly grabs your 


American Sports Cars 


(Continued from page 15 ) 


Stroppe, Jack Ensley, and others. Many replicas have been 
built and sold, and experimentation continues with new 
chassis and aerodynamic bodies. 

It is not easy to combat highly developed foreign 
sports/racing cars in the unlimited class, and many U‘S. 
enthusiasts have had more fun in the smaller displacement 
brackets. Many interesting cars have been developed around 
the rugged and available Crosley components, the Poole 
PBX being an outstanding example. A more unusual and 
ambitious effort is that of Bill Devin in Fontana, Cali- 
fornia. Not strictly an American sports car, the Devin- 
Panhard uses a French Panhard engine and front drive 
unit in an U.S.-built body and chassis. Such a program 
makes the best of foreign design available at a reasonable 
price in this country, and provides the less flush enthusiast 
with a hot competition car for the 750 cc class. The Devin 
can also be had in sufficiently good trim to drive on the 
road, where it should be most enjoyable. 

Many sports car companies had their beginnings in the 
construction of “specials,” MG, Allard, Lotus and Copper 
being names that spring readily to mind. If, for example, 
Ken Miles had been of such an inclination, he probably 
could have founded ‘a limited but successful business with 
replicas of his fast MG derivatives. The cue, though, would 
be to market the most potent possible version, and not 
to water it down in hopes of catering to less rabid drivers. 
The specialized market wants specialized cars. 


kidneys and holds them as gently as a padded hammock. 
There’s no doubt that the car’s excellent seats contribute 
much to the tremendously secure feeling that the entire 
car gives. 

The Two Litre Maserati is definitely a car designed to 
go. It isn’t happy at low speeds, in the first three gears. The 
entire car comes to life when at speed. Suspension engine, 
steering, all begin to work smoothly, purring gracefully 
with all elements taut, without trace of play or roughness 
(except for what is expected from a competition machine) . 

The instruments are simple, the huge tachometer literally 
screaming its reading at you whenever you glance toward it. 
The Masef has a really attention free cockpit. The new 
Maserati Coupe is basically a detuned version of this car, 
with all the comforts and luxurious appointments that will 
make Maserati a desirable consumer item. Roll up windows, 
upholstered interior and the acceleration of a startled fawn 
should combine to provide the discriminating buyer with 
a new object of worship. 

The Maseratis are planning production of this car now. 
Born directly from the crankcase of the A6GS/2000, it 
should mark a new high in fast touring car achievement. # 


To’ return to the major cause of American sports car 
agitation, if you want to travel long distances in the U.S. 
safely, rapidly and with distinction, and yet want to do 
it in comfort and with all the conveniences associated with 
American cars, there should be a car in the sports-personal- 
prestige group that would suit you. These cars must suit 
quite a few people, to be worth Detroit’s trouble, and as 
a result they will suit each individual just that much less. 
But if you want to be free of part and service problems, 
and to avoid taunts of “anti-American,” you can go very 
fast indeed in a purely domestic product. If, on the other 
hand, you would like to do a spot-of racing without 
sending desperate wires to Maranello or Surrey, you can 
choose from a growing number of home-grown sports/rac- 
ing machines, which in many cases are better adapted to 
the peculiar twisty short-dash conditions of American 
racing. 

U.S. driving conditions are unique, and have produced 
both passenger and sports cars that are best suited only 
to this continent. Those who feel that an American sports 
car should be suited to European conditions cannot hope 
to interest Detroit in such a proposition. While the broadly 
conceived personal cars the absorbing industry’ efforts, 
American enthusiasts are creating sports cars to suit their 
own finicky tastes. 

Only good can come of their coexistence and eventual 
cooperation. = 
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] Deluxe 11" Freneh 


! PROVINCIAL DOLL 





Kiddies and grown-ups will be thrilled with membership in 
/ gee weeR) unique deluxe foreign Doll Club — so exciting to have or 
., give! Luxurious 11” French Doll arrives first—a Free 
Membership Bonus! Each month another rare doll arrives 
from an exotic land—in export packings with colorful 
foreign stamps! Unusual, deluxe, hand-crafted—up to | 
foot tall. Adorable hand-painted faces. Such unusual 
details as earrings, lace trimmed unc ies, glossy hair! From 
Europe, Asia, South America, Africa —the whole world! 
Ideal for play, yet genuine collector's items. Available 
in U.S. only to members. Inspire interest in geography, 
history, customs. Fascinating brochure with each 

You'd expect to pay up to $7 each — and even more! 
































Keep French Doll Free! 
If not delighted with free French doll 
money is refunded in full and you 
keep doll free. Furthermore, you 
may cancel membership at any 
future time. 









































Fabulous Gift! 
Gift oommahae announced by 
handsome Membership Certificate 
Then each month another foreign 
package — another thrilling doll! 








Send To 








Address 











City 





P ee SENT DIRECT FROM FRANCE 
a To New Members of The 


f WORLD-WIDE DOLL CLUB! 





Less Than $2 Each — 


ALL POSTPAID — DUTY FREE 


EXTRA BONUS 


Order 6 or 12-month membership now 
and two dolls will be mailed every six 
months, Of course, in addition, the 


French Doll is yours FREE, for acting 
now on any plan! Thus, on 12-month 
plan, you actually get 15 dolls. 








Money-Back Guarantee Lets You r-—— SUBSCRIBE NOW FOR FREE BONUS! -——— 
WORLD-WIDE DOLL CLUB Dept. 309, Darien, Conn. 
j Please enter the following subsoription. Remittance enclosed 
; 2 months (2* dolls) $ 5.95 4 months ( 4* dolls) $10.75 
1 6 months (7* dolls) $14.50 12 months (14* dolls) $26.50 
u *PLUS FREE FRENCH DOLL ON ANY PLAN 

ay yo end Mehes : All Postpaid — Duty Free 
! 
1 
| 
i 
: 


|wo R se aa DE DOLL CLU al iF nie SEND YOUR OWN NAME AND ADDRESS ON SEPARATE SHEET. 
DEPT. 309, DARIEN, CONN. OTE: Pastman must collect 15¢ f foreign package fee 





State 





STANDARD AND DELUXE CONTINENTAL KITS 


Complete with all parts for easy installation. 
Specify make, model, year of car, and tire size. 


Std. Kit—Item #1€ Deluxe Kit —Item #26 
49-55 Ford, 49-55Ford,Che evs 79.50 
Chev .".. . $41.85 53-55 Pont a. 9.50 
53-55 Pont. .. 48.50 52-55 Merc .. 79.50 
54-55 Olds. . . 56.50 53-55 Ply, Dodge 39.75 
54-55 Buick .. 56.50 53-55 Olds... 99.75 
1955 Mere... 56.50 51-55 Buick .. 99.75 
1955 Ply .... 5650 52-55Linc... 99.75 
52-55 Linc. .. 69.50 54-55 Cad .. . 109.75 


Chrome tire cover rings optional — add $10.00 
All prices 30% to 60% below regular retail price. 














HEADER SETS SUPER DELUXE FLARE FENDER SKIRTS 
Sidewalls in lrems #2 4E All of heavy-gauge as — —— Sager 
00% -f liner. A cinch to insta’ ver locking rime 
— oe anes 8 Hate rubber vere . $33.95 for finish paint. Available for (specify) : 

41-54 © 36-55 Ford 35-54 Pont 35-41 Buick 

p ww Ronse gh Lape we peatenes eee greem, tongertcony.) S390 50.54 Mere 35-52 Dodge 50-53 Buick 
Fer ie gleaming white. Apply 54-55 Ford 22" 36-55 Chev 35-54 Ply 35-55 Nash 
Selene dew 13" or 16° tires Mere 93 35-52-Stude 35-54 De Soto 52-55 Willys 
enging 4 Kolorwall Items #6 35-54 Olds 35-54 Chrys 46-49 Kaiser 

$n ro (with 5 rings ph Kit 49-55 Olds V/8 49.95 (except 98) 
wi 4 Whi Whitewall top = ae 51:55 Stude —sg.95 Deluxe Skirts: $11.95 (reg. $17.50) Item #478 
11.95). Specify : 


Std. Skirts: $6.50(reg. $1 





SY 


FIESTA WHEEL DISCS ELEC. TRUNK, HOOD KIT 
ee te Open trunk or hood by 








Louvered Skirts $16.95 we $22.95) Item #geE 


50) Item #9E 


, St See 


2 


CHROME METALLIC TAPE 


You asked for them —and here they are! pushing a dash button You can add many effective styling touches 
These discs are original factory duplicates with this easily installed to your car with this handy tape. Genuine 
of the "55 Olds Fiesta discs! They're made kit. Comes complete with chromium finish will hold up for years in 
of heavy-gauge steel, with triple-chrome —— — all any kind of weather. It protects as well as 
finish for lasting buster. Fit all 15” and 16” ~ ose! spoaeinne ayyny ~ beautifies. to 


needed screws, etc. Spec- 


wheels (specify), and they have special ify trunk or hood kit. on any smooth surface. Holds fast, but you 
sure-stay grippers — there’s no chance of Item #11 can sarees it —— Seraies one 


B 
losing them. Only $24.95 for the set of four Trunk or Hood Kit: $6.75 


— a regular $60.00 value! Item #10F. (Regular Price: $9.95) $3.45 Ppd. (re (reg. $400). Item #128. 
Send full amount and we pay postage on items marked Ppd.; others FOB Les Angeles. 25% depesit on COD's. All items Money-Back Guaranteed. 








ATTENTION: AUTO — — HOLDERS Don't forget © 
p Lmeg ~~ ~- 4 m OTE op bh item numbers Aute Discount Co., 152%-s¢"2 Victory Blvi.. Glendale, Calif. 
above. For example, Item i Fender irts you are Please rush me the items circled: 
ied wo cena, Semoowt FE" leted on your Gcoumt cord 146 9g 3C 48 SE GE 7E G8 SE 10F 118 128 
1 aes ang Rey AN AUTO DISCOUNT CARD, you are My car is: Make_______ Year____Model______Trans_____ 
losin; Auto Dieenes Card entitles. you to addi- Name 
Gemal diseous =," on wa indies O mets. Check the box on Ada 





Proper 
the coupon, enclose another Peciee ns ($1.00), and you'll receive . 
vour Discount a this order as well City. 


Zone State. 





as on future orders (0 Full payment enclosed; $_ 


ACCESSORIES LTD, 28 ==) === 
e 


(Calif. buyers add 3%) 











Send Discount Card ($1.00 () My Discount Card is Number 


1527 SCI3 VICTORY BLVD. — frie dicount) om shove iny additional dunecas on 








GLENDALE 1, CALIF. 









Le Mans, 
1956 


New rules on prototypes 
and other changes 


The A.C. de l'Ouest recently an- 
nounced the newest changes in the 
regulations for entries and the course 
to go into effect at the Twenty-Four 
Hours Grand Prix of Endurance. And 
what radical changes they are! 

Most revolutionary are the restric- 
tions on prototypes. No manufacturers 
prototypes of over 2,500cc capacity will 
run. Gone is the DB3S Aston Martin. 
Gone is the beautiful but oversize 
Lagonda, as well as 5.6 liter Allard 
and the 4.4 Ferrari. 

RS C (cap.) —150 

D (dist.) = 4,000 X C+ 150 
That’s the latest formula for the com- 
putation of the winner on the Index 
of Performance: Other new changes 
have been made in the regulations on 
bodywork. 

Locks and hinges on two doors. Only 
a tonneau, no metal may cover the 
second seat. Width may not be under 
1 metre 20 cm. Screens must be the en- 
tire width of the cockpit. No more will 
we see the scant wind deflectors on 
the Le Mans car. 

Fuel octane has been upped, how- 
ever, from 90 to 92, with tanks now 
permitted of 130 litre capacity. The 
spare wheel must be the first used when 
a pit stop is made for tire change, and 
tire and wheel sizes must be the same 
in the front as in the rear. 

Because of the tragic disaster of 1955, 
safety is the new byword in course and 
stands changes. British firms were the 
main insurance sufferers when damages 
were paid to injured parties. 

One hundred cars will have to be 
produced for a manufacturer to enter 
a car above the 2,500cc capacity. And 
these will have had to been finished or 
begun by the 15th of February, which 
is the final date that applications can 
be submitted for racing. 

Well, the new racing season certainly 
brings new changes. If Le Mans is an 
indication of what’s to come, something 
close to a revolution will occur among 
competitors. # 








1956 international racing calendar 


March 
4.—Sweden: Ice racing, Flaten. 
10.—S. Africa: Cape race meeting. 
11.—France: Dakar Grand Prix. 

Sweden: Ice racing, Varpen. 


18.—Italy: Syracuse Gold Cup and 
Grand Prix. 
\pril 
2.—Great Britain: Goodwood. 


7.—Great Britain: Castle Combe. 
13-15.—France: Marseilles (Circuit Wimille 
and Laroque Cup). 
14.—Great Britain: Oulton Park. 
28.—Great Britain: Ibsley. 
29.—Austria: Baden meeting. 
France: Prix de Paris 
May 
5-6.—France: Hy¢res Twelve Hours. 
6.—Yugoslavia: Belgrade meeting. 
10.—France: Forez Six Hours. 
Finland: Elaintarhanajo Djurgard- 
sloppet. 
12.—Great Britain: Dundrod. 
13.—Belgium: Production Car races. 
Spain: Montjuich Cup. 
20.—Belgium: Fronti¢res Grand 
Chimay. 
Italy: Sardinia Trophy. 
20-21.—France: La Grenouillére meeting. 
21.—Great Britain: Goodwood. 
27.—France: Comminges Grand Prix (or 
Albi Grand Prix). 
Italy: Circuit of Trieste. 


Prix, 


June 
3.—Italy: Imola Grand Prix 
sports Cars) . 
9-10.—Yugoslavia: Adriatic Prix, Opatija. 
10.—Italy: Circuit of Caldaia (750 c.c. 
racing Cars) . 
16-17.—Portugal: Oporto Grand Prix. 
23.—Great Britain: Aintree. 
23-24.—France: Circuit of Bressuire. 
29.—Italy: Tour of Umbria. 
July 
1.—France: Rheims Twelve Hours. 
8.—Italy: Dolomites Gold Cup. 
14-15.—France: Circuit of the West. 
15.—Italy:. Tour of Calabria. 
21.—Eire: Leinster Trophy. 
22.—Holland: Zandvoort Grand Prix. 
28-29.—Italy: Messina Ten Hours Night 
Race. 


(2-litres, 


\ugust 
5.—Germany: Nuremberg meeting. 
Italy: Circuit of Senigallia (750 c.c. 
racing Cars) . 
6.—Great Britain: Brands Hatch. 
12.—Italy: Reggio di Calabria Gold 
Trophy. 


19.—Italy: Circuit of Salerno (750 c.c. 
racing Cars) . 

25.—Great Britain: Snetterton. 

26.—Italy: Circuit of Chieti (750 c.c. 


racing Cars). 
Sweden: Karlskoga meeting. 


September 
2.—Italy: Inter-Europa Cup, Monza. 
Sweden: Stockholm meeting. 
8.—Great Britain: Goodwood. 


October 


16.—Italy: Sila Cup, Cosenza (750 c.c. December 
racing) . —France: Circuit of Marrakesh. 
22.—Great Britain: Oulton Park. 9.—Italy. Castelfusano Six Hours. 


29-30.—France: Circuit of Agen. 


6.—Great Britain: 
7.-—France: 


Castle Combe. 
Salon Cups meeting. 








Right from the sta 


LUCAS angunal equipment 


for all British cars... 






Lucas superior quality ignition 
and lighting equipment is 
‘ be standard for the majority of 
. British made cars. 


Replace Lucas with Lucas 
and be sure of peak starting, 
ignition and lighting per- 
formance at all times. 


Your local British car dealer 
and hundreds of service 
garages throughout the 
United States have Lucas 
replacement parts in 





stock. 24 hour service is 
sad ~ available all over the 
Ss world through Lucas 
overseas companies. 
a7 
y > Ask your dealer to 
gy = show you the Lucas 


ai line of deluxe acces- 
sories especially de- 
S$ signed for British 


cars. 
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Represented 


Right from 
the start J 
x / 5025 W 

Right for e A 
replacement ! SENERAT 
LAMPS . 


ORS « STARTERS © DISTRI 
WINDSHIELD WIPERS 





the United States by 


y\ LU CAS ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC. 


TENTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK 36, NEW YORK and 
JEFFERSON BLVD 
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LOS ANGELES 16, CALIF 
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Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


TURN YOUR 
HOBBY INTO 


AUTO MECHANICS ‘curse 


at Home in Your Spare Time! 





Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automotive Tech- 
nical Trade School since 1905, now brings its famous 


‘ resident Shops and Faculty direct to you at home—to pre- 


pare you to earn more money, with job security, in today’s 
fast-moving, opportunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 
Get your home training from the “Car Capital of The 
World"— America’s most auto- 
minded city, center of Hot Rod 
and Sports Car activity! Mail wan Wie 
the coupon below right now! gf 
HERE’S THE GOOD WORD ON OUR ““SHOP-METHOD”’ HOME 
TRAINING! You master all phases,including Diesel! Every 
step fully explained. All lessons fully illustrated. Latest 
equipment and techniques. You complete your training in 
short time... age and previous experience no obstacle! 
EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! You can start Spare Time Earn- 
ings in Auto Mechanics soon —— 

after enrollment. Many stu- 
dents pay for their training 
and more this way. 

THIS SET OF LIFETIME TOOLS— 
YOURS plus all-metal tool box, 
and.other equipment. All part 
of your course, yours to keep. G 


















Send for FREE FACT- 
BOOK AND SAMPLE 
LESSON! 


ffices to serve you faster 


oupon today to one nearest y 


L 


YOU RECEIVE FRIENDLY GUIDANCE both as student and 
graduate. Our graduate department is always at your serv- 
ice to help you with personal and technical problems. We 
give you free Job Placement Service, too! 

ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students have 
achieved higher rating, prestige, service branch they want, 
and higher pay due to this training. Mail coupon at once. 

APPROVED FOR G. 1. TRAINING 
Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


TECHNICAL TRADE TRAINING SINCE 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37, California * CHICAGO: 22 W. Madison St. 
IN CANADA: 811 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B. C. 





MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 


(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 











OC) Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training at Los Angeles 
VETERANS: Give Date of Discharge 


SEES SSSR OR eS 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. D3B-36 | 

4000 S. FIGUEROA STREET o 9 22 W. MADISON STREET i 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 2, uLINOIs.— I 
Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample Lesson. I 
No obligation, no salesman will call. 
NAME BIRTHDAY 19 | 
Sec aS Re ; 
arr ____ZONE__ STATE _._ ; 
I 

















with the clubs 


HREE years ago, when the number of sports car clubs was mushrooming 
Te: the east coast, there was considerable conflict in event dates. To 

eliminate this conflict, and to engender a spirit of mutual cooperation 
among the clubs, the Eastern Conference o‘ Sports Car Clubs was formed. 

The system for eliminating the conflict has worked out fine, thanks to popular 
Art Peck, public relations director of the Long Island Sports Car Association. 
Art collects the list of scheduled events from some 30 different clubs, arranges 
them chronologically, has them mimeographed and distributed to all partic- 
ipating clubs. The list includes both open and closed events, and points out 
the events which have “major’’ status. 

Now in its third year of promoting inter-club harmony, ECSCC is unique 
in that it has no dues, no officers and no formal legislation. Its sole purpose 
is to bring sports car clubs within a 200-mile radius of New York City closer 
together, and to make the job of the activities chairmen an easier one. 

For any club in the area, this is a worthwhile proposition. If your club is 
interested, contact Art Peck at 38 Beechwood Ave., Manhasset, Long Island, 
New York. 


The Long Island Sports Car Association’s Devil's Delight affair would have 
been colorful enough with the 32 bright and sparkling sports cars that lined 
up for the rally. It was even more colorful, though, because many of the entrants 
were fully dressed in Halloween costumes for the dance which followed. 

Only 12 entrants were persistent enough to complete the rally, and first place 
went to William Greehey & Bernie Mann. Bob & Ann Lanka were second, 
with Dick & Joy Monnich third. Some of the drivers complained that part of 
the rally was laid out in a convent garden, but it turned out that this was 
true only for those who had made a wrong turn. 

As for LISCA’s rally standings for the year, Leo Rizzo was well on his way to 
capturing first place with a substantial lead over Art Peck, Dave Hebb, John 
Stanwycks and Marilyn Smith. 

LISCA member Ross Merritt, incidentally, was a member of the winning 


team in the SCCA’s second annual Appalachian Rally. His navigator was his 
wife, Frances. 
* * * 


If your club is like the Jersey Four Cylinder Club, your activities committee 
does all the work all year and gets little chance to participate in any -rallies. 
But the. JFCC, out of kindness to its activities committee, runs one special 
rally every year. It’s called the Executive Rally, and run by the club’s executive 
committee solely to give the activities committee a chance to get in a whack 
at some silverware. 

At the JFCC’s last Executive Rally, 17 cars lined up for the start. After 
technical inspection, they took off on a 93-mile jaunt that went from a 60-mph 
turnpike to a hilly 20-mph country lane. As one of the gimmicks on the rally, 
each car pulled up across the street from a long (and it was long!) picket 
fence. The navigator has to leap out and, unassisted by the driver, count every 
last picket in the fence (there were 382 of em). Each navigator was allowed 
only one count; if he ran out of toes before the end of the fence, that was 
tough: no recounting allowed. 

After a fine dinner at the Crystal Brook Inn at the end of the run, the 
winners were announced. Fred Scheele & Lorraine Stubbs, driving their first 
rally every year. It’s called the Executive Rally, and is run by the club’s executive 
Al Outcalt & Charles Bratton captured third. All three top winners were 
driving Volkswagens. 

* * * 

Although the VW Auto Club of U.S. has been in existence only a relatively 
short time, it already has won honors. At. the last minute, the club entered 
a team of three cars in the grueling, two-day, 1200-mile Great American Moun- 
tain Rally — and beat out all other club teams entered to take first place 
team trophy! Bill Haupt & Howard Byron finished 11th over-all, Dick Carlson 
& Edward Mullen finished 17th and Henry & Dorothy Young finished 19th. 

If you own a VW and are interested in the club, you can contact them 
at Box 13, Fordham Station, New York 58, New York. # 


CAN YOU WRITE? 


Have you ever watched a television play, 
seen a movie, read a magazine story and 
said to yourself: “I can do better than 
that?” Have you ever wondered how au- 
thors get their books published, plays pro- 
duced? If you can write, how would you 
like to write for television, magazines, 
stage, trade papers, newspapers, for the 
more than 2,000 publishers in the United 
States who need good writing material? 
For the movie studios who constantly need 
new plays. 

If you have a flair for writing you can 
earn $100.00, $500.000, $1000.00 and even 
more! Daniel S. Mead, prominent New 
York Literary Agent needs new authors to 
help supply the never-ending demand for 
material. So, to help him locate people 
who like to write and can write, he is 
making this attractive free offer:— 

A copy of his latest booklet, “Your 
Road to Writing Success” will be sent to 
you absolutely free! There are no strings 
attached. It contains valuable data on how 
to put your writing talents to practical use, 
how to get into the big money, selling 
what you write. 

If you feel that you have any talent, 
don’t delay. Send a postcard with your 
name to: Dept.HA2, DANIEL S. MEAD, 
Literary Agent, 419 Fourth Avenue, New 
York 16, N. Y. 

Remember—there are more than 2,000 
publishers in the United States who need 
good writing material. The big television 
networks constantly need new plays. So 
don’t delay. Get into this highly profitable 
field right away! Just send your name and 
address to: 

DANIEL S. MEAD, Literary Agent 
Department —HA 2 

419 Fourth Avenue New York 16, N. Y. 

Remember to write today! 








New cop- SIL-LOY Senate 


@ SAFER, More Positive Braking 

@ STOPS Brake Fade 

@ INCREASES Lining and Drum Life 

@ ONLY NOMINAL COST. Easy to Apply 

@ GUARANTEED TO OUTPERFORM Any 
Braking Compound or Money Back 


Research Has Developed Cop-Sil-Loy Brake 
Compound in a New Plastic Film Form! 
Takes Only Minutes to Apply! 


Front Wheel Treatment — Only $2.00 Postpaid 
Four Wheel Treatment — Only $3.00 Postpaid 
Order Now. Send Make, Year of Car 
When Ordering. Dealers inquire. 
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Send 10¢ bag ay —— Seabien tua 
Le 
cameras, optical goods, projectors, movies, 
jewelry, disguises, stamps, coins, puzzies, 
e"’nouseneld” tome, ete, trom 
now! 

MEN AND WOMEN 

GROW MUSHROOMS. 
PAID O. Babbitt $4,165.00 in few weeks. 
Write for FREE BOOK. Washington 


makers, planes & boats, magic tricks, joke 
radios, ‘auto & bike accessories, banks, smokers’ gadg 
JOHNSON § SMITH c CO. ct. 508 Detrolt 7, 7, Mich. 
Cellar, shed and outdoors. Spare or full 
Mushroom Ind., Inc. Dept 268 —2954 


New new Catalog ot 3( x 3000 100 Novelties 
articles, unusual seeds, gadget timesavers, 
ets, 
artists’ nn ae printing sets, motors, knives, bliifelds, 
s 
Retteherecaaetsen estate Ratna iti state ihn Mactan 
time year round. We pay $3.50 lb. WE 
Admiral Way, Seattle, Wash 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED Classified Advertising rates are 20 cents per word, 
with a minimum charge of $2.00. Check or postal note must accompany all advertis- 


ing copy. Deadline is Ist of each month, 60 days preceding on-sale date. All 
capitals, or bold face type, $2 per line extra. Lines of white space, $2 per line 
extra. Send your advertising copy to Classified Ads, SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED, 


270 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 











SELL! BUY! TRADE! Anything. 
525 Dewey, Jackson 13, Michigan. 


Read. “Trading Post Magazine” 25 cents. Thorne’s, 





$3.00 Postpaid. 


SMALL POCKET RADIO. 
1331 Tyler, Topeka, Kansas. 


Complete with Phone. Small Radio Lab., 








Parts, 


BUY SURPLUS Cars, Jeeps. Auto 
1842A, Hartford 1, Conn. 


List $1.00. Box 


Direct from Government. 





STAMP COLLECTORS BARGAINS. 
1, Reading, Pa. 


50,000 Grab Bags, 25 cents each. Anderson, Box 





“MAILORDER LAWS AND REGULATIONS.” Discusses necessary Licenses. Taxes, 
Legal Requirements, etc., $1.00. Neil D. Tasker, 105 East Custis, Alexandria, Virginia. 








LACHAPELIE’S Patented Motor Treatment stops oil burning, increases gas mileage, 
raises compression. $3.00 Free Literature. Automobile Products, 722 W. North Avenue. 
Baltimore 17, Maryland. 








NEW 1956 Automobiles—Up to 25% off retail prices. 


Meder, 550-MG Fifth Avenue, 
New York 36. 





For Your Life Membership “On Approval” Send Only Your Name, Address. 
Economy Club, San Gabriel 1, California. 


Gane 





ELECTRICAL PENCIL: Engraves all Metals, $1.50. 


Beyer Mfg., 10511-B Springfield, 
Chicago 43. 





ANTIQUE, Classic, Sports cars wanted, for sale. 
$3.50. One 25-word ad free with subscription. 
Toledo 13, Ohio. 


Weekly list: 3 months, $1.00; year 
Motomart, Dept. 10, Box 144, Station H, 





FREE DISCOUNT CATALOG—Speed, Power, Custom equipment. 
ing, Milford 4, Pennsylvania. 








Almquist Engineer- 











“WATER INJECTORS.” Free 


La Verne 4, California. 


descriptive, illustrated information. Neher Industries, 





THREAD RESTORERS! Inexpensive Dies and Files. 
ing Co., Reading, Penna. 





Catalog Free. Jaw Manufactur- 








70 BIBLE Lessons, 25 cents. 








Bulletin, Box 87-GP, Cathedral Station, New York 25. ~ 


























book 
review 


The Vintage Motor Car 


by Cecil Clutton and John Stanford 
Scribners & Co., New York 
$5.00 

It isn’t often that a book appears 
on the market that can give such ob- 
scure information as the gear ratios of 
an 1928 Bentley. Authors Cecil Clut- 
ton and John Stanford in The Vintage 
Motor Car have done just such an in- 
tricately researched work. Taking each 
of yesterday’s great and near great 
cars the authors have fetchingly inter- 
woven colorful background informa- 
tion with pertinent technical data. 

The book is broken down into such 
heading as sports cars, touring cars, 
luxury cars and racing cars. Each 
marque is discussed in sufficient detail 
to satisfy the most ardent follower of 
any car, yet coverage of all outstand- 
ing names remains quite thorough. 

Cars, drivers, designers, engineers, 
mechanics et al come to life in reveal- 
ing perspective against the background 
of their achievements. The Vintage 
Motor Car is a must for all those who 
are students of the field. 
L. V. D. 


Motor Racing Standard Reference 
Pearl Cooper, Ltd., London 
220 pages, $2.00 

Edited by the staff of “Motor Rac- 
ing” this pocket reference guide is a 
complete single source of information 
on international competition. Detailed 
diagrams of the world’s great tracks 
and the records set there plus a com- 
plete who’s who with biographical 
sketch alone make this book well 
worth the $2.00 price. Additional in- 
formation includes manufacturers of 
equipment, listings of hill climbs rallys 
and races throughout the world and 
a well edited pictorial section of the 
years racing highlights. 

Read this book as you would any 
story or text piece. The facts and fig- 
ures will gradually form themselves in- 
to one of the most fascinating stories 
of racing you have ever come across. 

Pictures of all the great figures on 
the international scene, including driv- 
ers as well as racing directors and 
“front-office” figures such as Colin 
Chapman and Donald Healey, com- 
plete this compact, handy book. 

D. M. 
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WHY I QUIT! 





Briggs Cunningham tells 
why he left international 
competition and sold his 


Florida factory. 


FASHION ISSUE: 


By popular demand SCI 
presents a colorful 

survey of clothes that 
makes sports car driving 
even more fun and more 


comfortable. 


EUROPE’S 
WONDER CARS... 


New, New, New — 
Europe goes wild with 
exciting new ideas and 
dreams for cars that 


are fancier and faster. 


ON YOUR NEWSSTANDS 


GRANT REPORTS ON 
AMERICA’S FASTEST 
GROWING SPORT.... ga “aca 


BOOM IN DRAG STRIPS GIVES 
OUTLET TO HORSEPOWER CRAZE 


Across the nation, East to West, on 67 Speed 
Strips they go one quarter mile at top speed 
from a standing start. 

Modified engines and bodie Rhalle nge 
both Junior and Dad alike. What an outlet! 
Crowding better than 150 m.p.h., in cars 
that you and I car do something about. 


SAFETY EMPHASIS 


Emphasis, too, is on safety, inspections, 
safety belts, roll bars and crash helmets 

No longer do they merely read about mod- 
ifications and think to themselves, “If I just 
had the time, I could build a better car.” 
It's now in their laps and they do more than 
dream. 

In the horsepower department, both 
Junior and Dad naturally include time-tried 
engine parts known to them to have definite 
advantages. 

Grant Piston Rings invariably find them- 
selves in each exacting speed and power kit, 
selected for their reliability in upping horse- 
power and quick seating 

Grants control oil—make possible a better 
sparkplug operation. 

Around all drag-strips the word is “Grant.” 


Universal acceptance of 
GRANT Piston Rings by ex- 
acting engine builders for 
speedway, highway and 
commercial uses is your 
assurance of lasting horse- 
power in your own personal 
Car. 

Write direct for GRANT'S 
Speed Specs for American 
and Foreign engines. 


| 241 N. WESTMORELAND AVE. - LOS ANGELES 4, CALIF. 
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Kruger Pistol Tanga me fas 


12 CALIBER S*NGLE sHor 


14 MG. POWDER 

CHARGE 
Crafted after famous sack 
German Luger design 8 . Fits 
Not an air or CO? gun 
This is a small bore gun that actually 
shoots I2 caliber lead bullets fired by 
light 14mg. powder charge Beoutiful 
gun .. swell for target shooting. 4’ steel 
barrel in knurled stvrene stock. Overall! 
length 874 inches. This amazingly low 
price due to ball and cap design Direct 7 
factory-to-you-sales. Comes with 50 bullets 
Send for extra bullets or available ot stores 
Money back if not satisfied Limited quantity. Delivered free 
Send $3 cash, check or money order to KRUGER CORP 
KRUGER BUILDING, BOX26G , ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 
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i Imports are Fascinating 
i A New: Decorating Trend 
; \ distinctive highlight for any room 
' are these colorful 

F | A superbly 
i they are 


imported 
decorative 


posters. 
background, 
unusual conver- 

anywhere else 


always an 


sation piece not seen 


but abroad. 


; 
SET A 14 Posters from 9 different 

Hi countries $10.50 PPD. 
| Special for sports car enthu- 
| SET B— siasts—a_ collection of 6 


foreign car posters $8.50 PPD. 


Send Check or Money Order 
No COD Please 


ARJAYART LTD. 


P. O. Box 311 
Oak Park, Illinois 

















} For The Finest In 


(Protective Headgea % 








A LOOK for this trademark 
i e AT YOUR DEALERS 

if McHal Scientifically designed to meet ALL 
the needs of ALL the motor sports 


“The McHal” 





Breakaway visor $32.50 
No visor ............ $31.50 
Sizes—634 thru 714% 
Color—White only 


! } 
i “Sportsman” 
i Breakaway visor $26.50 
fal Moulded visor .. $25.50 
Will No visor ............ $24.50 
th Black or White 
; } 634 thru 71% 


“Tourist” 
Breakaway visor $24.50 
Moulded visor .. $23.50 
No visor .......... $22.50 

Black or White 
634 thru 715 


Se re 





‘ 
e 











If your dealer cannot supply you direct. 
State. hat size—Send $10.00 with order, 
Balance C.O.D. 

__ _ McHat_ EnTErprises 

725 No. Prairie, Hawthorne, Calif 





66 





THE 1956 EDITION IN ENGLISH... . 
annual 


ANNUAL AUTOMOBILE _ 
REVIEW au a review 


NOW READY! 
ENTIRELY IN ENGLISH 


A review of the whole field of motoring 
during 1955. 
SPORT - 


RACING - DESIGN 


Compiled by the greatest specialists for all 
who are interested in motoring & motor-cars. 


$7.50 


This magnificent book — measuring 82x 12% inches — reaches an even higher peak of 
perfection in its production and contents than the 1955 edition. This year's edition will be 
bound in hadsome hard covers for the first time! 

There are 230 pages (35 more pages than last year)! Text has 200 pages and 18 full color 
plates with beautiful and exclusive pictures and drawings. 





There are over 400 black and white photographs. 

The articles, we believe, are even better than those in the first two years — especially the one 
from Comte Revelli de Beaumont and another about racing the Mercedes-Benz and the new 
3OOSLR with air brakes. 





TABLE OF CONTENTS 
1. Cars of the Year, by Gordon Wilkins. 2. The City versus the Automo- 
bile, by Robert Auzeile, Architect and Town Planner at the Institute of 
Town Planning at the University of Paris. Also Jos. Jobé, and M. Ricquier. 
3. The Impact of Styling on Motor-car Design (notes, remarks, forecasts, 
future developments), by Mario Revelli de Beaumont, Former Chief of 
Styling at Chevrolet. 4. Prestige—The History of a Name: Rolls Royce, 
by Gordon Wilkins. 5. Automobile Sports in 1955, by Giovanni Lurani. 
6. The World Championship for Racing Drivers, by A. Guichard. 7. The 
World Sports Car Championship, by A. Guichard. 8. The European Tour- 
ing Car Championship, by A. Guichard. 9. Driver at Le Mans (prepara- 
tion and driving methods), by Paul Frére. 10. The Development of the 
Formula | Mercedes Racing Car (from the French Grand Prix of 1954 to 
the Italian Grand Prix of 1955). 11. The Mercedes 300SLR Sports Car 
(with exclusive drawings and photographs), by F. Kirbus. 12. Essay on 
United States Sports.Car Racing, by Diana Bartley. 13. Spectator Psy- 
chology, by Raymond de Becker. 
1956 ANNUAL AUTOMOBILE REVIEW 


xk *k * CLIP AND MAI! THIS COUPON N-O-W|! 
AUTOSPORT, Britain's motor sporting weekly, 
said of last year's ANNUAL AUTOMOBILE RE- To: Robert Bentley, Inc., | 


1956 




















VIEW, ‘‘The Annual Automobile Review, edited 8 Ellery Street 
by Ami Guichard, is superbly produced and ° 
contains a great many really excéllent illustra- Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 
tions of considerable interest to followers of . 
Motoring sport..." Please send me.............. copy (ies) of the 
Swiss Annual Review (entirely in English) 
MOTOR WORLD said, “In what might be with hard covers at $7.50 per copy ppd. 
termed the luxury class of motoring publica- 
tions, this new production must take the fore- Y CeO Sidi in check.... M.O..... 
most place .... In all, a remarkable record 
and survey of current automobilism, which 
must be a joy to every enthusiast." NOmM@........--..--seeererseerecsesseeseeesereneeenenesessees 
(please print) 
Last year’s edition sold out very quickly. ROM dade Sg eS gy 
This: peared Gane ts eneeern, MARE Pr eae 
and will be the most popular to date 
(larger and with hard covers!) Order iach ston ececarswabtisnntitece wtinioeeiiiaee Zone.......... 
today for immediate delivery. To secure 
a FREE copy of the just published MOTOR 
ROAD TESTS of 1955, see our other ad State... -eeesceeeeeeecnamereeeesesceesceesreneeceneecnannes 
this issue. 
SCi-36 























Now! Turn Your Waste Gas 


Into 


T’S TRUE! Now you can get the breath-taking accelera- 
tion . . . jack-rabbit starts . . . blazing new power that 
you’ve dreamed about for years—simply by harnessing the 
raw, unburnt gasoline that your engine is wasting today! 
You can get performance from your present car that 

will make your friends gasp with astonishment—and you 
can save $25, $50, even $75 a year on gas bills alone doing it! 





Yes! You, yourself can fit this 
amazing GASOLINE ATOM 
IZER on to your car in as little 
as 20 easy minutes! And it is 
guaranteed to pay you back your 
full purchase price, in gas sav 
ings alone, in the first 3 to 4 
short months that you use it 
Here's why ! 


By RICHARD JOHNS 


Mr. Car Owner! How would 
you like to have the driving thrill 
of your life next weekend? 


Picture this yourself! Next 
weekend you go down to your 
car—the same tired car that 
you've been driving for years 
You've made only one simple 
change to that car, so easy that 
your 16-year-old son could do it! 
But now, when you turn on the 
ignition, a modern miracle of en 
gineering science comes to life 
under your hood! 

From the very first moment, 
you'll see and feel the difference 
in that engine. That engine will 
hum with new, throbbing power 
When you release the emergency 
brake, your car will glide out of 
its parking space roll down 
the street with your foot hardly 
touching the pedal. Every 30 or 
40 seconds, you'll give that car 
an extra shot of gas feeling it 
spurt ahead . testing the new 
power that’s singing underneath 
your foot! 


We ask you to pull up to 
another car at the stop light, of 
approximately the same year and 
make as your own! Wait until 
the light changes from red to 
green. Let the other car start 
first. Wait till the other car gets 
half way across the street. And 
then slam your foot down on the 
gas pedal! 


Before that other car has even 
crossed the street, you will have 
caught up with him. For one 
brief second, you and that other 
car will. race fender to fender 
And then you will flash away 
from him . you will leave him 
a full block behind you will 
look in your rear view mirror 
and see the startled look of 
amazement in the other driver's 


eyes! 

TEST THIS NEW 
POWER A HUNDRED 
DIFFERENT WAYS! 

But this is just the beginning! 


Test this equipment for one full 
menth—entirely at our risk! Test 





WE GUARANTEE 
YOUR GAS SAVINGS! 


Clip this guarantee sec 
tion out of this page 
—— you to try 






four mont , 
AT OUR RISK! 


time 


"HE MONEY TH 
PAID FOR TOR 
FULL MONEY 
REFUNDED! 
This offer is good for a full 
four months! It is probably 
the most amazing offer in 
car history! You have noth 
ing to lose! ACT TODAY! 


YN NOA G2 \ 


Eugene Stevens, Inc 


Cevans 





BOM 
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it on the highway! Use it to flash 
away from other cars spurt 
up the steepest hills actually 
pass other cars in 2, 4, 6 and 
even 8 seconds LESS than you 
could have done formerly! 

Test this equipment in long 
range driving! See the enormous 
gas savings it gives you at high 
speeds! Prove to yourself that at 
50 60 even 70 miles an 
hour, your foot is still half-way 
up on the pedal—you still have 
all the reserve power you need 
to get out of any emergency on 
the highway! 





Yes, and test this equipment 
in stop-and-go city driving! Prove 
to yourself that it gives you the 
instant acceleration you need to 
get out in front of the crowd 
with far less gas than you're 
using today! Prove to yourself 
that it can actually save you $25 
to $50 to $75 on your gas bills 
every single year that it ac 
tually pays back its full cost, in 
gas savings alone, during the 
first three or four months—or 
your full money back! 


HOW DOES THIS PRODUCT 
GIVE YOU SUCH 
TREMENDOUS NEW POWER? 


And you get all this perform 
ance—and more—from a small, 
polished machine of bronze and 
aluminum that you can hold in 
your hand! Here's why 

Gasoline in its liquid form is 
not explosive. If you accidentally 


Y f THIS AMAZING “MINI-SUPER CHARG 
BOOSTS THE POWER OF YOUR 
ENG INE AS MUCH AS 25°%! Gives you the gas 
economy you've dreamed about for years! Here's 
why. This Power Booster works on exactly the sam 
principle as superchargers selling for as high as 
$600. Its whirlwind propeller (A) breaks up the raw 
unburnt gas that your engine is wasting today 
gives you up to 25° more engine-driving power 
from every drop! Its emergency breather valve (B) 
forces huge quantities of fresh air into your engine 
forces that engine to breath deeper push 
harder pile up more mileage from every gallon 
you buy! It gives you A TREMENDOUS NEW 
BURST OF MONEY-SAVING POWER, just when 
you need it most—when you flash away from traffix 
shoot up steep hills pick up speed on the 
open highway! 


No wonder dozens of leading car magazines cal! 
this the “money-saving discovery of the year.” Test 
this amazing gas-saver yourself without risking 
a penny! THE’ THRILLING FACTS ARE ON 
THIS PAGE! 


UPER POWER: 











drop a lighted match into a 
bucket full of gasoline, the 
chances are 10 to 1 that that 
gasoline will actually put out that 
match. But simply mix that same 
bucket full of gas with the proper 
amount of air, and you will 3. It takes up no room in your 
have enough explosive power 10 cay man no “souped-up 
noise! No shifting around of en 
gine parts. No “hot rod” noises 
to cause embarrassment! 


2. It never needs further ad- 
justments, for the full lifetime of 
your car! Nothing to go out of 
order or break down on the high 
way. Completely guaranteed for 
20 years 


The main purpose of this ma 
chine is to SUPER-MIX 
SUPER-VAPORIZE 
SUPER-ATOMIZE your gas in 
exactly that way! To squeeze 
the hidden power out of that gas! 
To mix that gas with much great 
er volumes of air! To make that 
gas more explosive in the engine 
of your car! 

No wonder men have paid up 
to $600 for Superchargers! What 
we are offering you on this page 
is a MINI-SUPERC HARG ER 
— easier to install — less expen 
sive! But still the only power 
product you can buy with all 
these tremendous advantages 

1. You can install it yourself, 
in just 30 minutes, even if you 
never picked up a tool before 
in your life! No $10, $15 or $20 
mechanic's bills! No drilling, or 
grinding of any kind! You never 
even touch the inside of your 
engine! 


SO EASY TO INSTALL THAT 
EVEN YOUR 16-YEAR-OLD 
SON CAN DO IT! 








HERE’S ALL YOU DO! 


Step 1. Open your hood. Lo- 
cate Air Cleaner and Carburetor 
Unit that sits smack on top of 
your engine. Simply take an or- 
dinary wrench and loosen the 





FREE! 


UP TO $3 RETAIL VALUE! UP TO 2 TO 4 MILES MORE PER 
GALLON INSTANTLY, SAY THOUSANDS OF USERS. 


7 HIS is probably the most widely 
sold piece of automative equip 
ment in the world! OVER HALF 
A MILLION DRIVERS have paid 
up to $3 a set to put these amazing 
Air Bleed Needles on their cars! 
But we bought out an entire fac 
tory at a sacrifice price! For this 
one advertisement only, we can 
offer you ge exact same needles 
as a FREE gift. even if you return 


the MINI "sO PERCHARGER! 


1. They fit onto the carburetor 
of your car, where they replace the 
standard Idling Adjustment Screw 
If you have a six-cylinder car, then 
you will need only one of the Air 
Bleed Needles (regular retail price 
$1.50). If you have an eight-cyl 
inder car, then you will need two 
needles (regular retail price — 
$3.00). In either case, you simply 
unscrew the old needle and put in 
the new. THAT’S ALL THERE IS 
TO IT! Even if you néver looked under 
your hood before, you can do it in 60 
seconds without touching a tool 
without even getting your hands dirty! 





2. The purpose of these Air 
Bleed Needles is to STOP YOUR 
CAR FROM WASTING GAS IN 
STOP-AND-GO DRIVING 
and to save you up to 2 to 4 miles 
a gallon. If you use your car to ¢o 
if you have to fight 
traffic as much as once a week 
then we believe you'll bless the day 
you first put this equipment in 
your car! And of course, at the 
same time it can give you easier 
quieter performance and pick-up 
and smoother, more economical 


RE “a. apo R, THIS IS PROB 
ABL UR ONLY CHANCE 
. THESE: a as AIR 

A FREE 








BLEED NEEDLES AS 

GIFT—a gift that is worth as much 
as $3 to om pon a gift that is 
yours to even if you return 


the MINI ‘sU PERC HARGER! 


But you must act today’ Our supply 
is limited! We can make this offer only 
this one time in this newspaper! Simply 
send us the make and year of your car 
and this gift is yours! BUT ACT TODAY! 


two or three bolts that hold car 


buretor to the engine! 
MINI—SUPERCHARGER PRICE LIST sta: € 





your car has a special four barrel carbu 
retor, the price is $14.95.) 





Step 2. Lift up the carburetor 
Put MINI-SUPERCHARGER 
unit in place. What could be 
easier? 

Step 3. Replace carburetor 
Now turn on your engine! And 
then get in and take the most 
thrilling drive of your life! 


TRY IT ENTIRELY 
AT OUR RISK 


This MINI-SUPER 
CHARGER (U.S. Patent No 
2,409,937) sells for only $9.95 
for most six-cylinder cars and 
only $11.95 for most eight-cylin 
der cars. This is your total cost 
—there is no installation fee! 
And, most important of all, we 
guarantee that you will save this 
full purchase in gas bills alone 
—in the first 3 to 4 months that 
you own this device 


You have nothing to lose! Try 
this equipment entirely at our 
risk. It must give you a whole 
new world of driving pleasure 
and economy or your full money 
back! Act today! 


EUGENE STEVENS, INC. 
114 East 32 Street $$3 
New York 16, New York 














i] 
Buick All Models ---MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY! -~-. 
-Cadillac All Model ; \ 
Chevrolet All Models to 1954 i SUREME STRVENS. Dt IMPORTANT: — 
Chevrolet All Models after 1954 I} 114 EAST 32 STREET pepr. §$$+3 FOR. FAST 3 Envi E, BI I 
Chrysler All Six's NEW YORK 16, NEW YO K- SURI ( PON IS \ 
Chrysler All Eight’'s i] S PLETELY FILLED IN 
DeSoto All Six’s , 
DeSoto All Eight’s 1 Gentlemen 
Dodge All Six's 1 Yes, I want to try your amazing MINI-SUPERCHARGER entirely at | 
Doc as All Eight's your risk! I will pay postman only see price | plus low COD 1 
Fore All Six's I sharges. I understand that it must do everything you say or my full money back 
re Au a J Also send me as your Extra Gift Premium. the Free Air Bleed Needle Set. I l 
Hudson Wane, Pacemaker 9.95 keep the needles even if I return the MINI-SUPERCH ARGER ' 
am Je . 
Hudson All Other Models 1.95 | anche co Case wuaae 
Kaiser & . 1 aed 1 
Praser Henry J “— MODEI 4 DOOR OR 2 DOOR i 
Kaiser & pede 3 | ' 
Fraser All Other Models 95 , MIGHT 8 V8 
Lincoln All Models nae 6 © Cee STRAK 
Vash All Models 11.95 Sic AUTOMATIC 
Oldsmobile All Six’s 9195 | STANDARD TRANSMISSION \TI 
Oldsmobile All Eight’'s 11.95 ‘ san — a acai 
Mercury All Models to 1953 11.95 1 If you have a 1954 or 1955 car, please v e power i 
Mercury All Models after 1953 14.95 1 
Packard All Models 11.95 NAMI 1 
Plymouth All Models to 1954 9.95, i 
Plymouth 1955 Models 11.95 
Pontiac All Six's 9.96 I aDpREss i 
Pontiac All Six's after 1952 11.95 n 
and all Eight's e CITY ZONE STATI 1 
Studebaker. All Six's 9.95 | © CHECK HERE TO SAVE MORE! Enclose check or money order, and we 
Studebaker All Eight’s 11.95 le ay all postage and handling charges! ave as much as $1.06. Same money 1 
Willys All Models 9.95 bat k guarantee, of course 1 
1 »pyright By Eugene Stevens. Ir 
(NOTE: Owners of high-priced cars. If & , 


ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee ee ee _ 
DEALERS! DISTRIBUTORS! CASH IN ON HUGE. FULL PAGE NEWSPAPER AND 
TELEVISION CAMPAIGN! WRITE FOR FREE DETAILS 
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450 pages! 


130 photos, many in color! 
40 pages of specs. & 


charts! 


70 cars discussed 


Prices, too! 


Biographies of designers, 
builders, racers! 


Little-known facts! 
Automotive terms! 
U. S. sports cars! 


FREE TRIAL! 





A.C. 
Allard 
Alfa Romeo 
Alvis 
Amilcar 
Aston Martin 
Auburn 
Ballot 
Bentley 
BMW 
Bristol 
Bugatti 
Cadillac 
Cisitalia 
Chenard- 
Walcker 
Corvette 
Chrysler 
Cord 
Crosley 
Cunningham 
Daimler 
Delage 
Delahaye 
Doble 
Duesenberg 
Du Pont 
Ferrari 
Franklin 
Frazer-Nash 
Gordini 
HCS 
Healey 
Hispano- 
ulza 
Invicta 
Isotta 
Fraschini 


Jaguar 
Jensen 


ALL BACKGROUND ON: 


Kissel 
Lagonda 
Lancia 
La Salle 
Lea-Francis 
Lincoln 
Continental 
Lorraine- 
Dietrich 
Marmon 
Maserati 
Maybach- 
Zeppelin 
Mercedes 
Mercer 
MG 
Morgan 
Osea 


Packard 
Peerless 
Pegaso 
Pierce-Arrow 
Porsche 
Riley 
Rolls 
Salmson 
Siata 
Simca 
Singer 
Squire 
Stutz 
Sunbeam 
Thunderbird 
Talbot 
Lago 
Triumph 
Vauxhall 
Voisin 
Wills- 

St. Claire 


ic a a AAA AA AA LA AA AAA AAA A DA 
Special FREE-EXAMINATION Certificate 
for Readers of Sports Cars Illustrated 


Prentice-Hall, Inc., Dept. 5303 D.I. 


Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 


. or will return book and owe nothing. 
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Please send me a Free-Examination copy of SPORTS & CLASSIC CARS. Within 10 days I'll 
either send $4.50, and then $4.00 a month for two months until full price of $12.50 is paid 
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A Mail Certificate for FREE TRIAL COPY: 


AND CLASSIC CARS 


by Griffith Borgeson, former editor of Motor Trend, and Eugene Jaderquist; co-authors of Auto Racing Year- 
k, The New Engines, sports and classic cars experts—whose articles have appeared all over the world. 


Here It Is! A Huge Treasury & Source Book of Ideas 
250,000 FACTS & PHOTOS ON WORLD'S 70 GREAT CARS! 


We ransacked the automobile world . . . culled through tons of archives . . 
dozens of auto celebrities and their descendants , . 


. interviewed 
. to bring you this biggest, newest, 


most complete and authoritative book on sports and classic cars ever published. It's packed 


with accurate information and little-known and confidential facts , . 


. studded with rare 


and unusual photographs, many in gorgeous color, of current and memorable marques 


from Bentley to Vauxhall , . . Bugatti to Pegaso 
Porsche. You'll relive the famous races . 


. . . Auburn to Corvette , . 


. Cord to 


. . LeMans 1927, Alvis’ spectacular win at 


Brooklands 1923, and many others, You'll lean over the shoulders of cardom's greats as 
they design and build their famous sports & classic machines: Bentley, Bugatti, Lyons, 
Daimler, the Duesenbergs, Cord, Porsche, Ferrari, Ford, Dietrich, Stutz. 


Actually 3 BIG BOOKS IN |! 


1. SPORTS CARS 1918-PRESENT: 
ACCURATE REFERENCE WORKI rec- 
ords, photos, track records, design fea- 
tures, history, performance data, specs, 
engine statistics of 

every make and 

model at your fin- 

gertips; A.C., Alfa 

Romeo, Alvis, Am- 

ilcar, Aston Mar- 

tin, Ballot, Bentley 

(Big Six, Blower 

3 -liter, 4'4-liter, etc.), BMW (328, etc. 
BUGATTI (Molsheim Period, Types 13, 
22, Black Bess. Full & Modified Brescia, 
30, 37, 39, 40, 41, 43, 44, 46, 47, 49, 
50, 51, 54, 55, 57), Chenard-Walcker, 
Delage, Delahaye, Duesenberg (Model A, 
straight-8, model J, SJ), Du Pont, Frazer- 
Nash, HCS, Invicta, Kissel, Lagonda, Lan- 
cia (V-12, Lambda, Dilambda, Trikappa, 
Artina, Aprilia), Lea-Francis, Lorraine- 
Dietrich, Maserati (1100, 2.9 liter, 8CTF), 
Mercedes-Benz (28/95, SSKL, 500K, 540K, 
770K, Type 170, etc.), Mercer (Series 4, 
5, 6, Raceabouts), MG (M, Marks I, Il, 
Ill, D, EX-120, C, D, F Magna, EX-127, 
J, K, L, P, TA, TB, TC, TD, TF), Morgan, 
O.M., Riley, Salmson, Singer, Squire, Jag- 
uar, (SS-I, SS-90, XK-120, XK-140), Stutz 
(Bearcat, DV32, Speedway Six, Blackhawk, 
Super Bearcat), Sunbeam, Vauxhall, Voisin, 
Auburn, Cisitalia, Daimler, Ferrari, Jow- 
ett, Kurtis, Maserati, OSCA, Pegaso, Por- 
sche, Siata, Simca, etc., etc. 


READ FREE! Fill in and mail the certificate. We'll 
FXYAMINATIO} 


full days 


2. CLASSIC CARS: Complete data, per- 
formance figures, photos, little-known 
stories on: BUGATTI (Royale, etc.), Chrys- 
ler, (E-80, L-80, 72, Custom Imperial, 
Airflow, Thunderbolt, Le Baron) ; Cadillac 
& LaSalle (V-8, V-12, V-16, 60, 70, 75, 
etc.), Cord (810, 812, L-129, etc.), Cun- 
ningham, Daimler, Classics de GRANDE 
LUXE, Doble (steam), Duesenberg (J, 
special bodies, records, etc.). Franklin, 
Hispano-Suiza. (Alfonso XIII, Monza, Bou- 
logne, V-12), Isotta-Fraschini (Type 8, 
Spinto, 8A, 8B, Monterosa), Lincoln (Con- 
tinental, Zephyr, Model K, KB), MARMON 
(V16, 32, 34, V-12), Zeppelin MERCE- 
DES-BENZ (K, SS, 500K, 540K, 770K, 
170V, 230, 260D, 320, etc.), Packard 
(Grey Wolf, 1928, V-12, 120, etc.), 
PEERLESS, Pierce-Arrow, ROLLS-ROYCE 
(Silver Ghost, Phantoms |, II, P-lIll, baby 
Rolls’, U.S, production), STUTZ. 


3. GREAT NAMES—GREAT RACES: 
Which marque won more races than Bugatti and 
Mercedes from 1894-1949? . . . How Bentley and 
Sammy Davis widened eyes at Le Mans 1927... 
Ettore Bugatti’s wonderful machines and how they 
grew .. . Delage & Delahaye, the French touch 
. . , the Duesenberg Brothers . . . Maserati’s 1927 
Targa Florio win . . . how Mercedes’ famous star 
rose ... fascinating genealogy of MG and the men 
behind it . . . Riley’s Brooklands Beauties .. . 
When Lyons roared, a 
Jaguar came alive... 
how Harry Stutz gave 
W. O. Bentley his 
timmest moment... 
PLUS 1001 stories and 
facts about the men 
who built the world’s 
greatest cars, and the 
men who raced to 
glory in them! 


send you a copy of SPORTS & CLASSIC CARS for 10 
See for yourself what a wonderful mine of information it is for any car 


buff, racer, customizer, modifier. If the book is not the biggest, most complete on sports and classic cars 
you have ever seen return it within 10 days and owe nothing. If you want to keep book, just send 


$4.50, and then $4.00 a month for two months till full price of $12.50 is paid. Don't pass up this once-in-a- 
car-lover’s- lifetime chance to own the book that will be grand company for you for years to come! 


= Mail certificate today to: PRENTICE-HALL, Inc., Dept. 5303 D.I., Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 

















